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CHRISTMAS IN KANSAS - A CENTURY AGO!

Christmas in Kansas in the early 1900s was a mix of
traditions and family values brought by various
immigrants from their homelands. Gifts were usually
handmade — lace border hankies, wooden toys, dresses,
scarves, shirts, pants, cards to send to family and lots
of food for the official Christmas dinner.

Christmas trees were cut down from nearby farm fields
and brought into the home while strings of popcorn
were sewn together and placed carefully around paper

ornaments made by the children in the household. Pine cones, long and
colorful ribbons were strategically placed to bring color into the hearth
room. Many homes were still using lit candles on trees (even though it was
dangerous) and stockings were filled with nuts, fruit and candy.

The Christmas dinner was a family affair and if no family was close then
neighbors were invited to join in the holiday celebrations. The main course
was usually turkey, goose, chicken or ham. Potatoes were a staple,
especially for Irish families and desserts like pies, cakes, gingerbreads and
even fruitcakes were growing in popularity (why I don’t know!)

Families most often celebrated with church services. Christmas caroling
around the neighborhood was a welcome sight and if the weather was cold,
the carolers would be invited in for a cup of hot chocolate or hot tea! Many
times, the carolers were accompanied by musicians who were carrying
accordions, trumpets, clarinets and yes, cymbals on occasion to mark their
finale. Often families would join in the singing before the carolers would
move on carrying their lanterns before street lights were installed.

Christmas post cards, like the 1904 postcard above, became popular due to
short messages that could be written on the back and the cost of sending
them to love ones would only cost a penny. May the spirit of Christmas of
years gone by be with you and your family this year — may you be blessed
abundantly with health, love and peace in the New Year!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



ARE YOU MAKING END-OF-YEAR DONATIONS? PLEASE REMEMBER MHGS!

As you make your end-of-year donations this year, please remember MHGS. We are a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
organization. Your donations help us buy preservation materials, digitizing equipment and printer ink!

NEWS FOR YOU TO SHARE

Francene Davis Sharp, MHGS volunteer, has shared that the North Riverside Neighborhood is hosting a get-
together on Monday, January 19, 2026 on the second floor at Woodland Methodist Church, 1100 W. 15, This
meeting is open to the public to hear Ken Spurgeon, author and Friends University professor, speak on the role
Kansas played in the Underground Railroad and abolition movement in the mid-1800s. His presentation,
Bound for Canaan will be educational and entertaining.

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum is hosting a free lunchtime concert on December 23, 2025
from noon to 1 p.m. The concert is at the Clock Tower Carillon on the 5" floor of the museum — 204 S. Main
St. in Wichita. They suggest the concert is heard best outside of the museum. The Bloomfield Foundation has
sponsored this Carillon concert for over 50 years. The Museum also invites you to take advantage of free
admissions on Sundays in December to see their Santa doll collection, miniature Christmas trees, holiday
wreaths, and a Victorian Cottage Christmas. Their hours on Sunday are 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
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VOLUNTEERS BEING RECRUITED FOR FOLLOWING POSITIONS

Two MHGS Board members for the position of secretary and treasurer. The Alert Newsletter editor position,
social media/webpage coordinator, and volunteers to help staff the library on Saturdays. For more information,
contact Ann Boll, Board Chairman at president@mhgswichita.org or Julia Langel, Librarian at
library(@mbhgswichita.org.

The library will be closed starting Tuesday, December 16, reopening on Saturday, January 10.
Please visit our Facebook page for more information on local groups and our Google calendar.
(All meetings held at the MHGS library — 1203 N Main, Wichita, KS)

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SPECIAL FAMILY TREE MAKER SPECIAL INTEREST

INTEREST GROUP GROUP

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm
Led by Julia Langel
Topic in August: A1 Assisted Writing

Third Saturday @ 2 pm (not every month)
Led by Donna Londeen

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION AND SONS OF THE
PHOTO MYSTERIES AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Third Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm
Led by Rex Riley

Fourth Tuesday @ 1:30 pm
Led by Twila Ackley Brown

Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Wichita, Kansas 67201
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