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MIDDLE NAMES  

 
Listen to the names given to children born today, and you will almost always 
find that the child is given a middle name.  Many of us assume that middle 
names have always been given to children, but this is a misconception.  
Middle names constitute what is almost a separate nomenclature, useful for 
minor purposes such as pacifying relations who want their names to live on, 
or perhaps genuinely acting as tokens of respect to namesakes, says Leslie 
Dunkling in The Guinness Book of Names.  He goes on to point out that 
middle names are much like family heirlooms and should be preserved. 
 
When my husband and I were naming our youngest daughter, we had just 
lost my grandfather.  Because both of us were close to him, it seemed natural 
to us to give his surname as my daughter’s middle name.  While my 
grandfather had one son, the son had all daughters, thus the surname was 
ending with that generation.  While my daughter will never have his surname 
as hers, the name has carried on one more generation; and it has helped her 
to feel closer to someone she never did get to meet.   
 
For others, the naming custom may have been passed down through the 
generations as a family tradition.  In some instances, in early America, 
women would give their maiden name as a middle name to the oldest son so 
as not to have it lost completely. 
 
Few Americans were giving their children middle names in the 17th century 
until the German immigrants introduced this naming custom to America.  
They were in the habit of giving their children two given names at baptism.  
The first given name was a spiritual name, often a favorite saint’s name, and 
the second one, which would later be known as the middle name, was the 
secular name.  The secular name, or “call name” was the name by which the 
child was known and used in legal records.  It was not uncommon for the 
spiritual name to be the same for all the children of the same sex within the 
family.  While the Germans would bring this custom to America, it was not 
until the early 19 th century that the custom caught on with others.   
 
By the 1840s, it had grown into a popular practice.  According to a study of 
college records, in 1840 about 92 percent of the students at Princeton had 
middle names.  This custom would continue to grow and by World War I, it 
was assumed that everyone in America had a middle name.  As genealogists, 
we should be thankful for this practice and how it grew. 
 
Many middle names are family names and when combined with other 
research, these names can help in building a case of connection from one 
generation to another.  This is especially true when the middle name of a 
child in one generation is obscure and matches the given name of the 
potential grandparent. 
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NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR LIBRARY COLLECTION 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 1983                                        R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 1983 b                                        R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 1987                                             R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 2000                                             R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 2001                                               R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 2002                                              R-210  SG  291 

St Anne’s Catholic Church Membership Directory 2012                                             R-210  SG  291 

Celebrating 125 Years:  First Covenant Church – Salina                                              R-210  SA  19 

Wind Work- A Collection of Poetry by Elementary Children of WPS                           R-210  SG  1976 

The Great Migration Newsletter: Volumes 1-20                                                            R-605  026 

Rural Life and Education:  Rural School Problems                                                       R-600  106 

History of Wayne County, Ohio, Pioneers, First Settlers to Present Time                  R-380  356 

The Mennonites: a brief history of their origin & development in Europe & US    R-640  112 

DO YOU LISTEN TO PODCASTS? 

Do you listen to podcasts?  Podcasts are like radio shows about any topic you like, available whenever you’d like to listen 

to them.  There are several genealogy podcasters who help listeners keep up with in industry news, help with genealogy 

questions, and interview interesting people.   

There are two ways to listen to podcasts: 

• Go to the podcast website and listen to individual episodes through your web browser. 

• Install a podcast app on your computer or cell phone.  On your phone, you can listen in the car, while you walk 

the dog or wash dishes.  Apple has Apple Podcasts, Google has Google Podcasts, and many people like Stitcher.  

The nice thing about using an app is that it will keep track of which episodes you’ve listened to and download new 

episodes as they’re posted.  Open the app and search for “genealogy” and pick the ones that look interesting! 

These are some I like: 

• Genealogy Guys.  This is the longest lasting genealogy podcast around.  They cover news from the genealogy 

world, interview archivists and genealogists, and answer listener questions.  

• ExtremeGenes.  This is literally a radio show that is saved to a podcast.  The host finds interesting people to 

interview. 

• Genealogy Gems. This is Lisa Louise Cooke’s podcast.  She really digs into the tech and techniques. 

• Photo Detective. Maureen Taylor knows everything there is to know about old photographs. 

 



MEMBERS              WHAT KIND ARE YOU? 

 

Are you an active member – the kind that would be 

missed? 

Or are you just content that your name is on the list? 

Do you attend the meetings and mingle with the flock? 

Or do you just stay at home and criticize and knock? 

Do you take an active part to help the work along? 

Or are you satisfied to be the kind that always just 

belongs? 

Do you ever voluntarily help and put a hand upon the 

stick? 

Or leave the work to just a few and talk about the clique? 

Come out to the meetings and help with hand and heart 

Don’t be just a member; but take an active part. 

Think this over member; you know right from wrong.   

Are you an active member or do you just belong? 

 

                                                                          Author Unknown 
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Vice President: Micki Wright Stephans 
(vp@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer: Jim Scharnhorst 
(treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary: Twila Ackley Brown 
(secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

Librarian: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org) 

Alert Editor: Micki Wright Stephans 
(alert@mhgswichita.org) 

Building & Grounds: Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock 
(tech@mhgswichita.org) 

Publicity: Francene Davis Sharp 
(publicity@mhgswichita.org) 

Register Editor: Ann Hathaway Boll 
(register@mhgswichita.org) 

Membership: Kathy Kirk (members@mhgswichita.org) 
  



Library open Tuesday & Saturday  10 – 4   Email library@mhgswichita.org 

 

Please see the Google calendar or our Facebook page for details. 

Library will be closed December 20 through January 2 
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Change Service Requested 

 

 GENEALOGY ROUNDTABLE SPECIAL 

INTEREST GROUP 

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Julia Langel 

 

 

PHOTO MYSTERIES 

Third Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Rex Riley 

 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

AND SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION              

Fourth Tuesday @ 1:30 pm 

 Led by Twila Ackley Brown 
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