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FEARLESS 

 

    One of the most interesting pioneers of early Wichita and 

Sedgwick County was a man named Seth Morton Tucker.  Often 

referred to as Judge Tucker or Captain Tucker, Seth was born in 

Barnard, Vermont in 1830. His family soon moved to Ohio where 

Seth was educated and where, at age 17, he lost his left hand in an 

accident involving the firing of a cannon.  He studied law and began 

to practice in 1852.  He then practiced in Iowa for several years 

before going to Colorado in 1859 where he tried mining.  

     By the 1860s, he was in Atchison, Kansas. When the Civil War 

started, Tucker helped raise a company of soldiers and, despite 

having only one hand, was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the 10th 

Kansas Infantry.  By the time the war ended, Seth had participated in 

numerous battles on the western front. He then set up a law office in 

Fort Scott, Kansas and became the county attorney of Bourbon 

County. 

     In 1871 he came to the new city of Wichita, in Sedgwick County. 

Here, as before, he set up a successful law practice.  Among his cases 

was the defense and subsequent acquittal of “Rowdy Joe” Lowe, 

saloon owner, in his trial for the shooting and killing of rival saloon 

owner “Red” Beard.  But the courtroom was not the only place 

where Seth could be a tough opponent.   

     One afternoon in 1872, while Tucker sat in his office, an all-too-

familiar sound was heard. It was the citizen’s committee alarm - 

basically a large triangular bell - the kind that calls people to dinner 

on farms and ranches. In early Wichita this alarm was often rung 

when Texas cowboys, after bringing their cattle up the Chisholm 

Trail for sale, decided to “hoo-rah” the citizenry. This was an 

annoyingly common occurrence which usually involved shooting 

and danger.  The citizen’s committee was supposed to react to the 

alarm by a quick show of force which would back up the local 

marshal and lead to the arrest of the rowdy Texans. This, however, 

did not work well owing to Marshal Smith’s reluctance to face down 

and jail a gang of armed cowboys – his view being that this could 

lead to more shooting - even with an armed citizen’s committee 

backing him up. 

     This time the alarm was sounded for one the worst perpetrators of 

trouble, a Texan called William Martin who was better known as 

“Hurricane Bill.” Considered by many to be very threatening, Bill 

was causing trouble at “Horse-thieves Corner,” which we know 
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today as the intersection of Douglas and Water streets. Along with Bill were a gang of other cowboys under his 

control who always seemed very willing to follow his lead. Perhaps this helps to explain Marshal Smith’s 

position in the matter. A position not shared, however, by Seth Tucker who, on that particular day, had had 

enough. 

     Grabbing the shotgun in his office with his one hand, Tucker stepped outside. Across the street stood 

Hurricane Bill and his men - armed and dangerous.  By now, Marshal Smith had arrived at the scene, as had a 

number of armed townsmen in response to the alarm. Smith was busy trying to get the citizens to disperse. 

Witnesses tell us that a short conversation then took place between Captain Tucker and Marshal Smith.   

     Tucker informed the marshal that he was fed up with coming out for these alarms and no one ever being 

arrested. Tucker then asked the marshal to say who should be arrested and said that he would do it himself – 

“Kill or get killed.”  Marshal Smith then suggested that he try to arrest “Hurricane Bill.” 

    That said, Tucker cocked his shotgun, walked directly across the street, pointed it right at Bill and told him 

firmly that he was under arrest. As Bill started to draw his two pistols, Seth shouted “Lay down those guns!”  

Bill dropped his pistols and said “You can have me.”  Stunned, all of Bill’s men dropped their weapons too. 

The citizens then lined them up and marched them all down to the police station.   

     The Texans were fined $600. We are told that afterwards Hurricane Bill readily admitted to being terrified, 

saying that when he looked down at Tucker’s shotgun barrels that “It was the biggest thing he had ever seen in 

his life.”  

     Tucker was often described as “fearless” by those who knew him. This trait may be explained by Seth’s 

religious views. Since his youth he had believed in the “harmonial philosophy.” That is to say, Seth Tucker was 

a Spiritualist. He felt that those who were dead often interacted with the living and could make themselves seen 

and heard by those receptive to them. He explained that this had happened to him, and that he had been visited 

by people who had died. Tucker believed that he, too, would come back. He even promised this to his family 

on his death bed, telling them all not to weep for he would visit them. 

     Seth Tucker later became a member of the Kansas House of Representatives, lived in Colorado for several 

years, then in western Kansas and then moved back to Wichita in the 1889. He died in 1912 and is buried in 

Maple Grove Cemetery. 

 

-----Rex Riley  

 
 
 

MHGS VERTICAL FILES 

 
 
Have you ever used the MHGS vertical files? We have over 2300 of them, for Wichita-area surnames, businesses, 
organizations, place and major events!  Vertical files are where we file the papers that can’t be put on a bookshelf—funeral 
programs, wedding invitations, graduation programs, etc.  They are all listed in our online catalogue.   
 
You can help us build our files to make them more useful. Do you have brochures, programs, booklets and other items that 
would be helpful to someone else doing research on the Wichita area?  Drop them off at the library and we’ll get them filed! 
 
 
 

NO SKELETONS IN OUR CLOSET 

 
No family skeletons, Naked or gowned, In our closet ever Will rattle around 
 
But don’t be too hasty, Too quick to presume.  It’s not lack of scandals, It’s lack of room. 
 
 
Richard Armour 
 
 



ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

Somerset County & Worcester County Tax Lists 1783                                                    R-250  155 

Somerset County, Maryland Rent Rolls  1663-1723                                                        R-250  156 

Grains of Sand: A Gardner/Dales Genealogy                                                                   G-G  093 

Worcester County, Maryland Will Book                                                                            R-250  152 

Muscotah Cemetery Atchison County, Grasshopper Township, Kansas                    R-210  AT  13 

St Leo’s Catholic Cemetery Brown County, Mission Township, Kansas                     R-210  BR  11 

Land Records of Prince George’s County, Maryland                                                       R-250  145  A-D 

Person County, North Carolina deed books  1792-1825                                                R-060  135 

Pioneers on the Bullskin:  the Stephenson Story                                                            G-S  167 

Abstracts from the land records of Dorchester County, Maryland                             R-250  149, 150 

Accomack County, Virginia Court Order Abstracts                                                         R-470  267  V2,4,5,7,8 

Index of Sussex County, Delaware Wills  1800-1851                                                      R-120  025 

Certificates and Rights Accomack County, Virginia  1663-1709                                   R-470  402 

Maryland Deponents, 1634-1799                                                                                        R-250  144 

History of Woodford County                                                                                              R-220  239 

Homes of the Cavaliers                                                                                                         R-250  146 

Somerset County Wills                                                                                                          R-250  151 

Kennekuk:  Crossroads of the Trails                                                                                  R-210  AT  12 
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Library open Tuesday & Saturday  10 – 4   Email library@mhgswichita.org 

 

The library will be closed Saturday, November 26 for the holiday. 

Please see the Google calendar or our Facebook page for details. 

 

 

 GENEALOGY ROUNDTABLE SPECIAL 

INTEREST GROUP  

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

 

Led by Julia Langel 

 

 

PHOTO MYSTERIES 

Third Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Rex Riley 

 

RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE, 

BUSINESS OR A FARM 

Second Saturday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Julia Langel 

  November, January, February, March 

 DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

AND SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION               

Fourth Tuesday @ 1:30 pm 

  

 Led by Twila Ackley Brown 
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