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2021 ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 
Attention MHGS members! 

 

Due to the ongoing COVID pandemic, the board of directors has decided 

that the Annual Meeting should be postponed. Usually, the Annual 

Meeting is held in March. However, this year we are changing the 

projected meeting date to Saturday, May 15, 2021. At this meeting we will 

conduct our usual elections and vote on a by-law change to allow mail-in 

voting (currently we are only allowed to vote in person.) 

 

We are hoping that this later date will allow us all to have a safer meeting. 

Meanwhile we will keep you informed through the newsletter. 

 

 
 

 A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

 
In July of 1870, one hundred and fifty years ago, 124 people signed a 

petition to incorporate the village of Wichita, Kansas. That was the start of 

a city which today has almost 400,000 residents. Among the signers were a 

number of prominent names in Wichita’s early history. But, there were also 

a number of lesser-known names.  One of these was C.B. King. It is 

possible that he might have been better known in Wichita and Sedgwick 

County had he not met an early and violent fate. Still, he is remembered. 

 

Carlos B. King came to the Wichita area early.  He can be found in the 

1870 Federal Census in Wichita Township, a 27 year-old carpenter who, as 

of June 1st that year, was living in the household of William Greiffenstein.  

By July 21st, 1870 he had signed the Wichita incorporation petition. 

 

Though Mr. King was married, with two young daughters, they are not 

listed as being in Sedgwick County at that time. His wife, Amanda, and his 

girls, age 5 and 1, can be found living with her parents in the 1870 Federal 

Census of Ionia County, Michigan. Whether or not Amanda or the girls 

ever came to Wichita is unclear, but Carlos King’s younger brother, Selah, 

did. He can be found in the 1870 census working as a house painter, but not 

residing with Carlos. 
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CARLOS KING (CONTINUED) 

 
By September 1871, Carlos had decided to try something other than carpentry.  He took a job in the town of Newton, 

some twenty-five miles north of early Wichita. At that time, Newton was still part of Sedgwick County and thought by 

many in the United States to be one of the wickedest towns in the West.  Today, when you visit Newton, this idea seems 

almost impossible to believe. But in the summer of 1871 this reputation was considered well-deserved. At that time, 

Newton was at the heart of the lucrative Kansas/Texas cattle trade and tensions could explode into violence at the drop of 

an insult. 

 

In mid-August 1871, one of the worst gunfights in Western history took place there at a popular saloon -- a place called 

Tuttle’s Dance Hall. 

 

One of the several men killed or wounded in that Newton melee included a “sometimes” lawman named McClusky who 

was killed by Texans, apparently in revenge for his killing of one of their friends just the week before. The Texans, in 

turn, were gunned down by one of McClusky’s friends. 

 

Thus, the call went out in Newton for new and more permanent officers and Carlos B. King answered it. He was 

appointed as a deputy Sheriff (or perhaps Marshal – sources differ) on August 25th.  King had served with Michigan 

regiments in the Civil War, so he had probably seen violence before. But tensions still ran high in Newton. 

 

Less than a month later, during the evening of September 23, 1871, Deputy King confronted a Texan named Edwards at a 

saloon and dance house known as “Rowdy Joe’s.” (This was very probably the same Rowdy Joe who a year before had a 

saloon in Ellsworth, and would have a definite presence in the Wichita/Delano area when the cattle trade shifted further 

south.)  King, having disarmed Edwards, evidently released him into the custody of his friends. But some time later that 

evening a still angry Edwards returned to the dance house armed again with a pistol, where he surprised and shot Deputy 

King -- killing him as well as a bystander. 

 

King was at buried at the town’s “boot hill” cemetery but soon, when the newer Greenwood Cemetery opened he was 

among the very first to be interred there.  Some years later, his wife remarried in Michigan.  His daughters both lived into 

their 20s but evidently had no descendants. Interestingly, his younger brother Selah also became a lawman in Sedgwick 

County for a while, dying in 1919 in the state of Washington. 

 

Carlos B. King is not forgotten.  Because his death occurred in what was, in 1871, Sedgwick County, he is considered to 

be the first Sheriff’s officer in Sedgwick County to die in the line of duty.  He is honored as such at the 

Wichita/Sedgwick County Law Enforcement Memorial. 

 

                                Rex Riley 

 

 
 

NEW DISCOVERY ! 

 

I just discovered that Newspapers.com has the Wichita Eagle, 2011 to current, available in their Publishers Extra section.  

These are images of the paper, so they include pictures.  It appears that they are adding new papers regularly, omitting 

the most recent month’s worth of papers.  (Now, if only they’d digitize the papers from the 1940s and 1950s!)    

                                                                                                                                                         Julia 

  
 
 
                                                                 
  



ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

History of Latham, Kansas                                                                                          R -210  BU  025 

 Valley Center, Kansas                                                                                          R-210  SG  252 

A House of Hewn Timber:  Fort Western on the Kennebec                                    R-240  046 

Military History at Old Fort Western  1754-1766                                                       R-240  047 

Maine Communities & the War for Independence                                                    R-240  048 

Portland in the Past                                                                                                          R-240  049 

The New Mount Kineo House on Moosehead Lake, Kineo, Maine                          R-240  050 

Profiles of Yarmouth Heritage                                                                                         R-240  051 

The Maine Land                                                                                                                R-240  052 

Portland and Vicinity                                                                                                         R-260  066 

The Four Seasons at Sturbridge Village: A Guidebook                                              R-260  066 

Pictorial History of Christ Church – Boston                                                               R-260  067 

The Book of Boston: the Colonial Period, 1630-1775                                                  R-260  068 

Missouri, A History                                                                                                             R-300  293 

Strawberry Banke in Portsmouth, New Hampshire                                                     R-340  031 

The White Mountain Scrapbook of stories and legends  New Hampshire              R-340  032 

Gateway to Liberty; the story of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island                      R-370  111 

Whitfield County, Georgia Marriages  1854-1894                                                         R-150  045 

The Alamo: Long Barrack Museum                                                                                  R-440  082 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   2020-2021 

President: Rex Riley (president@mhgswichita.org) 

Vice President: Barb Myers (vp@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer: Jim Scharnhorst 
(treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary: Michelle Pickett 
(secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

Librarian: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org) 

Alert Editor: Micki Wright Stephans 
(alert@mhgswichita.org) 

Building & Grounds: Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock 
(tech@mhgswichita.org) 

Publicity: Francene Davis Sharp 
(publicity@mhgswichita.org) 

Register Editor: Ann Hathaway Boll 
(register@mhgswichita.org) 

Membership: Bev Jackson (members@mhgswichita.org 
 

  



Library open by appointment only; email library@mhgswichita.org 

Please see the Google calendar or our Facebook page for details. 

 

 POWER-UP SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP  

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Julia Langel 

ON HIATUS 

 

PHOTO MYSTERIES 

Third Tuesday @ 1:30 

Led by Rex Riley 

ON HIATUS 

RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE, 

BUSINESS OR A FARM 

Third Saturday @ 1:30 to 3 pm 

Led by Julia Langel 

ON HIATUS 

AFRO-AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP  

Fourth Saturday @ 1 pm 

ON HIATUS 
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