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IS IT TIME TO START WRITING?

Is it time to start writing up your family history stories? (Hint: the 
answer is always yes!) Are you intimidated by the blank page of your 
word processor? Did you know there are specialized software programs 
designed to help you write your family history?

Personal Historian is published by the company that publishes 
RootsMagic, the genealogy software. It can import a GEDCOM, so you 
can start from your existing research rather than a blank page. It's 
organized around "stories," which can include text and photos, can be 
linked to people, places and tags, and is placed on a timeline. When you
are ready to publish, you can compile all your stories, or just the stories 
linked to a person, a place, or even a topic like military service or 
weddings. They offer a free version with all the main features; the paid 
version with additional bells and whistles is $29.95. 

https://www.rootsmagic.com/Personal-Historian/

GEDCOM Publisher is a brand new product that reads a GEDCOM 
file from your genealogy software and creates an ebook, including 
cover image, title page, table of contents, photos, footnotes and 
clickable links connecting generations. The software is $25.

http://www.gedcompublisher.com/en/home.htm

Scrivener isn't specifically for genealogists; it's a tool for writing books
and screenplays. You can choose between working in a text view, like a
stripped down word processor (stripped down to reduce distractions), an
outline view, or a cork board view that's really useful when you have 
lots of ideas but aren't quite sure how to order them. When you have 
finished writing, you have a number of options for creating a finished 
document, including a word processing file, an ebook, or a PDF. The 
software is $45.

https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview

BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Phillip Blake produced his Wichita Memorials book in April 2004.  
Forty additional copies of this book entitled “They Paid the Price” have 
just been found.  Blake did all of the photography and also wrote the 
manuscript.  These signed copies are available for a donation of $25 to 
Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Call MHGS (264-3611) or Francene (262-
5780).
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VFW POST 112   OVER THERE POST

VFW Post 112 will honor Wichita World War One hero 2nd Lt. Erwin R Bleckley on the 100th anniversary of his death. 
The event will be Saturday October 6, 2018 at 9:00 A.M. at the Robert Dole VA Center 5500 E Kellogg Ave., Wichita, 
Kansas.  For information contact:  Greg Zuercher  (316) 253-3806    Email:  zgbz7@yahoo.com

WICHITA -SEDGWICK CO HISTORICAL MUSEUM

The historical museum has created a special exhibit, “Toys of the Future” in conjunction with the new “Toytopia” exhibit 
at Exploration Place.  The opening event will be Friday, Sept.  21.  See wichitahistory.org for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Thanks to some very dedicated typists we are slowly getting the Sedgwick County marriage books indexed. If you are 
interested in this project,  please come by the library or email Julia at library@mhgswichita.org.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & LIBRARY EVENTS

RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT YOUR WORLD WAR I ANCESTOR .  Saturday,  Sept 15  @1:30. Led by 
Julia Langel. A workshop to get you started writing your family history.  

POWER UP YOUR GENEALOGY. Tuesday,  Sept 11   @ 1:30 to 3 pm. Led by Julia Langel.  Micki Stephans will be 
leading a discussion on how to interest children and young adults in genealogy.

GENEALOGY DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP. Saturday,  Sept 8   @ 1 pm to 2 pm. Led by Paul Renner Smith. 
Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informal discussion group uses the newest 
information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different tests are available.

PHOTO MYSTERIES, Tuesday,  Sept 18  @1:30.  Led by Rex Riley.  Bring your mystery pictures and let our photo 
detectives go to work finding clues about the dates, places and people.   

GENEALOGY ON THE INTERNET.  Saturday,  Sept 15  @ 10 am. Led by Jim Scharnhorst. Genealogy research has 
embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest way to access historical 
records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes them searchable, economical, and 
immediately available.  Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find most useful, finding solutions to problems that have 
developed, and learning what the future holds.

AFRO-AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP. Saturday, Sept 22  @ 1 pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.   Interest 
group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on African-Americans.  This 
informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family stories that we have been given.  We will 
demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of discovering and understanding your family history. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

The Ancestors and descendants of George Hull (ca 1590-1659)                                        G-H  152

History and Genealogy of Peter Montague of Nansemond and Lancaster Co, Va            G-M 100

The Vardaman Family             G-V  023

The Book Club Archives                                                                                                   internal network

The Bicentennial of the USA:  a final report to the people                                               online

The Tower  1941  Wichita High School North yearbook                                                 R-210   SG 091

University of Wichita Alumni Magazine  V 1                                                                  R-210   SG 225

Wichita Consistory Scottish Rite Yearbook                                                                       R-210    SG 1964  (S)

Today, Beginning, Yesterday:  A History of Neosho Falls, Kansas                              R-210   WO  06

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

Golden Rules of Genealogy  (continued; borrowed from GotGenealogy.com)

5.  Most Dates Are Approximate - It’s okay to state that someone was born “abt 1845”, or died “May 1915” if you don’t 
have an exact date or where various documents have different dates.  Which date is “correct”?  They all are.

6.  If Unsure, Say So- Future researchers will thank you for being honest if you simply say that you cannot prove a specific 
fact, yet you “suspect” such and such is true.  Don’t fudge the facts. Ever.

7. You Cannot Do It All Online – Yes, we love doing research online and there’s nothing better than using the computer to 
find new sources, view digital images of original documents and even connect with relatives.  For genealogists, the 
internet will never replace the wonderful work of libraries, county courthouses, archives and historical societies.  Do as 
much as you can online, then turn off your computer and hit the bricks!

8. Just Because It’s Online Doesn’t Mean It’s True – The internet is a wonderful thing but it’s filled with oodles of bad 
information.  Don’t make the mistake of believing anything you find online at face value.  Verify against other sources, 
even if you paid for the information you found online.  Consult the original source whenever possible.

2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Rex Riley (president@mhgswichita.org)

Vice President: Jozel Smith Eckels  
(programs@mhgswichita.org)

Treasurer: Jim Scharnhorst (treasurer@mhgswichita.org)

Secretary: Twila Ackley Brown (secretary@mhgswichita.org)

Librarian: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org)

Committee Chairs:

Alert Editor: Micki Wright Stephans 
(alert@mhgswichita.org)

Building & Grounds: Open

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock 
(tech@mhgswichita.org)

Publicity: Francene Davis Sharp 
(publicity@mhgswichita.org)

Register Editor: Ann Hathaway Boll 
(register@mhgswichita.org)

Membership: Bev Jackson (members@mhgswichita.or  g  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The library will be closed on Saturday, September 1 for the Labor Day Holiday.

Library open Tuesdays and Saturdays, 9 to 4

Call 316-264-3611 for information or to check on library closing

RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT 
YOUR WORLD WAR I ANCESTOR

Third Saturday @ 1:30

Led by Julia Langel

GENEALOGY DNA SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUP

Second Saturday @ 1:30

Led by Paul Renner Smith

POWER-UP SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm

Led by Julia Langel

GENEALOGY ON THE INTERNET

Third Saturday @ 10 am

Led by Jim Scharnhorst

 PHOTO MYSTERIES

     Third Tuesday @ 1:30

      Led by Rex Riley

AFRO-AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Fourth Saturday @ 1 pm

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels
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