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HISTORY LESSON GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

Sometimes when we begin to research our family history and learn 
about our ancestors we uncover some unexpected treasures!  When we 
discussed the ways that our families impacted our community at the 
Afro-American special interest group meeting we were surprised to 
learn that our cookie jar maker also had a special treat.  The recipe for 
her family’s molasses cookies was shared with us and now with you in 
this issue.  We hope you enjoy the making and especially the eating.

EMMA CORINE’S MOLASSES COOKIES

Stir together and set aside:

3 ½ C flour                       1 T baking soda

1 T cinnamon                    ½ t cloves

½ t nutmeg                        1 t ginger

1 T allspice                         1 t salt

Combine and beat on medium for 5 minutes

1 ½ C vegetable oil             2 ¼ C sugar

Add and beat well  2 eggs and ½ C molasses.  Add dry ingredients 
gradually on low speed and mix well.  Drop by Tablespoonful onto a 
lightly greased cookie sheet.  Bake at 350 for 8-10 minutes.   ENJOY!

Thank you for sharing, Clarice.

 BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Phillip Blake produced his Wichita Memorials book in April 2004.  
Forty additional copies of this book entitled “They Paid the Price” have 
just been found.  Blake not only did all of the photography and research 
but also wrote the manuscript.  These signed copies are available for a 
donation of $25 to Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Call MHGS (264-3611) 
or Francene (262-5780).
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HIGHLAND CEMETERY BOOK LAUNCH PARTY!

Barb Myers has written a book about Highland Cemetery.  It covers the history of 
the cemetery, the founder Henry Smith, and about a hundred of the families buried 
there.  Lots of color pictures and information about local mortuaries.  The price is 
$20.

We’ll be hosting a launch party on Saturday, August 25 from 2 to 4.  Come meet 
Barb and purchase a signed copy of the book.  She’ll be donating a portion of that 
day’s sales to MHGS (thanks, Barb!)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Thanks to some very dedicated typists we are slowly getting the Sedgwick County marriage books indexed, if you are 
interested in this project,  please come by the library or email Julia at library@mhgswichita.org.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & LIBRARY EVENTS

RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT YOUR WORLD WAR I ANCESTOR .  Saturday,  Aug   18  @1:30   Led by 
Julia Langel. A workshop to get you started writing your family history.  

POWER UP YOUR GENEALOGY. Tuesday,   Aug 14   @ 1:30 to 3 pm. Led by Julia Langel.  We’re doing a show-and-
tell on how our families have been involved in historical events.

GENEALOGY DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP. Saturday,  Aug 11   @ 1 pm to 2 pm. Led by Paul Renner Smith. 
Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informal discussion group uses the newest 
information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different tests are available.

PHOTO MYSTERIES, Tuesday,  Aug 21   @1:30.  Led by Rex Riley.  Bring your photographs and let our photo detectives
go to work to solve the unknown facts regarding the images.   

GENEALOGY ON THE INTERNET.  Saturday,  Aug 18   @ 10 am. Led by Jim Scharnhorst. Genealogy research has 
embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest way to access historical 
records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes them searchable, economical, and 
immediately available.  Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find most useful, finding solutions to problems that have 
developed, and learning what the future holds.

AFRO-AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP. Saturday,  Aug 25    @ 1 pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.   Interest 
group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on African-Americans.  This 
informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family stories that we have been given.  We will 
demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of discovering and understanding your family history. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

 
Supporting the Doughboys:                                                                         Online- Link 2017

Women Marines in World War I                                                                Online – Link 1974

Genealogy of the Allen Family                                                                     G-A 051 

Some Prudence Island Allens; with a few connected families              G-A 052

Beckwith Notes: Marvin Beckwith and his wife Abigail Clark              G-B 158 and 158 B

The Spear and the spindle                                                                            G-B 159

Pierre Chastain and his Descendants                                                         G-C 135

       

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

Golden Rules of Genealogy  (borrowed from GotGenealogy.com)

1. Speling Dusn’t Cownt – Back in the day folks couldn’t spell and many could barely write, so how a name sounds 
is more important than how it’s spelled.  Use wild card or Soundex searches to help find variant spellings of 
names.

2. Assume Nothing – Check all your facts, don’t assume that any particular document is right or wrong, and always 
try to find other independent sources to corroborate your facts as much as possible.  Verify, verify, verify.  For 
instance - don’t assume that: your ancestors were married, census information is accurate, vital (or other) records 
were correct, your ancestor’s life events were recorded, or ancestors had the same name as their enslaver.

3. Use Discretion – Never lie in your genealogy reports, but use discretion when reporting family information, 
especially when it involves living relatives.

4. Always document your sources no matter how much they contradict one another. Over time, you will compile 
more data and those once seemingly contradictory pieces of evidence may prove to be just the pieces of the puzzle
you need to prove or disprove your theory. Be consistent as you cite your sources. There are standard citation 
formats, but even if you just make up your own format for listing your sources, be consistent with it.  You want 
your descendants to be able to retrace your steps so you always cite your sources!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Library open Tuesdays and Saturdays, 9 to 4

Call 316-264-3611 for information or to check on library closing

RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT 
YOUR WORLD WAR I ANCESTOR

Third Saturday @ 1:30

Led by Julia Langel

GENEALOGY DNA SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUP

Second Saturday @ 1:30

Led by Paul Renner Smith

POWER-UP SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Second Tuesday @ 1:30 to 3 pm

Led by Julia Langel

GENEALOGY ON THE INTERNET

Third Saturday @ 10 am

Led by Jim Scharnhorst

 PHOTO MYSTERIES

     Third Tuesday @ 1:30

      Led by Rex Riley

AFRO-AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Fourth Saturday  @  1 pm

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels
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