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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.
Wi-Fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to
help you with your research and answer questions. We
have yearly memberships and non-members can do
research for a fee. (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:
http://mhgswichita.org

316-264-3611
*****

Help Wanted at MHGS!

Established 1966

We need your help! We have some openings on our volunteer team — maybe one is calling your name?

*****
Library Hours:
Tuesday & Saturday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Email:
info@mhgswichita.org
Online Alert:
go to website>Newsletter: The Alert
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Newsletter Editor: We publish the Alert newsletter 11 times a year. It’s (usually) four
pages long and contains news about our society activities. The newsletter editor assembles content from the Librarian and other board members, gets the mailing list from the
membership chairperson, and oversees the printing, folding and mailing of the newsletter
with help from the library volunteers. The editor needs some computer skills, but nothing
exotic; Vince has promised to provide as much technical assistance as required.
Publicity Coordinator: We publicize our society events in several local publications and
newsletters. The publicity coordinator assembles content from the board and writes and
distributes publicity notices, mostly via email. This person also contributes to our Facebook page and website. Again, this position needs only basic computer skills, mostly
email.
Building and Grounds Chairperson: We need someone to manage the maintenance on
our property. Although it helps to be handy, this person doesn’t necessarily need to actually do the maintenance —- we need someone to identify issues, call suppliers for estimates on repairs, brief the board and get a decision, and supervise the work. We can also
use members who are able to help with the minor maintenance tasks like cleaning up the
garden beds and replacing light bulbs.
All three of these positions are considered board members; the board meets each month
on the second Saturday morning at 10:30.
Interested? Contact Rex at president@mhgswichita.org or drop by the library.
Be looking for info on our Annual Meeting, which will be in March, and we will need all
of you in attendance.

New Additions to the Library from Julia
Sedgwick County, Kansas, Sherman Township, Justice of the Peace Docket, 1879-1899
Greater Wichita Telephone Directory, 1933
This program is made possible in part by the City of Wichita.
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events for December & January
Lakeview Cemetery Photo Project. Monday mornings at 10am to ll:30am weather permitting.
This is led by Jim Scharnhorst and Paul Smith. Cemetery is located at 12100 East 13th St. in Wichita.
Bring your cell phone or tablet with the BillionGraves app and help us document the cemetery. We won’t
be there if the weather is bad.
Board Meeting. Saturday, February 11 @ 10:30am.
Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group. Saturday, February 11 @ 1pm to 2pm. Led by Paul
Renner Smith. Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informal discussion group uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors.
Learn what different tests are available and where.
Power Up Your Genealogy. Tuesday, February 14 @ 1:30 to 3pm. Led by Julia Langel. Let’s
power up our research techniques! This is a casual discussion group on genealogy topics. Please bring
questions, suggestions, stories, website or book to share. February topic: Data Standardizaton.
Genealogy on the Internet. Saturday, February 18 @ 10am. Led by Jim Scharnhorst. Genealogy
research has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest
way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes
them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find
most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the future holds.
DAR/SAR Special Interest Group. Saturday, February 18 @ 1pm. Led by Sandi Bush and Lucille
Williams. Get help with the application process, learn what records you need to qualify for membership,
and find out all the details. We’ll provide assistance for both the Sons of the American Revolution and
the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, February 25 @ 1pm. Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.
Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on
African-Americans. This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family
stories that we have been given. We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of
discovering and understanding your family history.
Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for up-to-date information.

Topics for Tuesday Power-Up thru July 2017
January — Lisa Louise Cooke (LLC)’s webinar on Google Search techniques
February — Data Standardization (Ellen)
March — Evernote (LLC)
April — Genealogical Numbering Systems (Julia)
May — Google Earth (LLC)
June — Photo Editing (Twila)
July — Brick Walls (TBD)

Power-Up SIG Notes: Interviewing Relatives (November)
~Julia
Interviewing
Tools: Video? Trickier, but better; Even cell phones do a pretty good job
Audio only? Any cell phone; Try to get a microphone; Jim likes a dedicated audio recorder (ICCHIP) — long recording
time, low battery use
Over the phone? Use Skye to get a recording; only interviewer needs to use Skype; regular phone call for interviewee)
What do you want? Facts; Stories; Names, relationships, nicknames
Preparation: Appointments—spontaneous or scheduled? Groups or individuals? Memory prompts, like photos, scrap
book, military medals, etc? Genealogy charts; Practice your tech! Send questions? Think about a spot with good
sound quality—no refrigerator, dogs, babies, etc.
Take notes or not? May be distracting; remind you to go back and followup on something intereting; keep low key
Questions: Gather from family members? Focused or free-range?
Afterwards: Thank you; transcribe? (Insurance against technology changes; backup; searchable, copyable text; “lose” the
voices and faces; hire a service)
Edit? Add results to gen software. Send printout? Schedule another interview? Some people might be more
forthcoming the second time
Alternatives to interview: Be ready to capture spontaneous family chats? For a special birthday or anniversary, gather
questions for the guest/s of honor and have them answer them; Storyworth—service that asks one question a
week: https://www.storyworth.com/
Resources:
Tips: http://genealogy.about.com/od/oral_history/ss/ora_history.htm
http://www.geni.com/blog/7-tips-for-interviewing-relatives-383809.html
http://ww.legacytree.com/blog/9-tips-interviewing-relatives
http://reminiscenceandlifereview.org/educational-tools/12-tips-for-interviewing-relatives/
Extreme Genes Podcast: http://extremegenes.com/episode-163-intervieing-tips-with-carolyn-tolman-of-legacytree-com/
http://extremegenes.com/?s=interviewing
Questions
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/20-questions
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/oralhistory/a/interview.htm
http://legacyproject.org/guides/lifeinquestions.pdf
https://storycorps.org/great-questions/
Transcription —Julia has used Scribie.com

Power-Up SIG Notes: Sharing Your Research (December)

(Julia)

Goals
Furthering your research
Informing relatives
Enjoying your history
Saving for posterity
Format
Paper; digital; crafts
Issues
Secrets & bad news—do you disclose? We decided it depended on how “bad” the secret was, how long ago the event
occurred and whether there was already a public record
Celebrating your “heritage” – is it tacky to find a Scottish great-great grandfather and suddenly start wearing tartan?
Most of us considered it harmless, but would want to consider how long ago the ancestor left and why (is it really
honoring an ancestor to celebrate a country that they left to escape severe hardship or persecution?) Is there an
authenticity question?
People who won’t share
People who don’t want you to share – approach depends on their reasons
Privacy- best not to publicize info on recent generations (even for those who overshare on Facebook!) And see
above for secrets.
Correctness – Don’t want to share because there’s lots of bad genealogy out there? Or you’re not sure what you’ve got

is correct? It seems good to distribute the correct and wise not to distribute the doubtful.
Ownership – I’ve done this work and I don’t want anyone else to take credit for it.
Risk having someone else do the same work, publicize, and get the credit
You don’t own your ancestors…and any artifacts, like photos, that you own are probably due to luck of the
draw. What about all the other descendants ?
Fear commercialization of sharing photos or other artifacts? First, odds are you don’t own the copyright either.
Second, copyright prevents unauthorized commercialization. Third, how unique and wonderful are your artifacts?
Are they really worth anything?
Waiting until you’re “done” – Genealogy is never done. We think other people should set some boundaries for a project,
get it written up, and get high quality stuff out there rather than letting it sit in file cabinets and risk being thrown
away. We admit we don’t follow this advice ourselves.
Errors and updates – Shouldn’t keep us from getting something out there. There are steps, like distributing sections of drafts
to family members for edits, that can reduce errors.
Your archive
Find a relative; donate to a repository; MHGS will take genealogyy research files
Resources: Cyndi’s List: http://www.cyndislist.com/writing
Paper:
Family Tree Mag: http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/publishing-your-family-history
American Ancestors: http://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/writing-publishing
Digital:
The Next Generation of Genealogy Sitebuilding: http://lythgoes.net/genealgy/software.php
Legacy Webinar: http://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_details.php?webinar_id=391
Genealogy crafts: Family Tree Magazine ideas: http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/family-history-diy-projects
How to Archive Family Photos: A Step-by-Step Guide to Organize and Share Your Photos Digitally, Denise
Levenick, 1270
Books and supplies: scrapbookyourfamilytree.com
Ideas: http://genealogy-gencrafts.com/
Tees, Mugs, Puzzles, etc: http://www.cafepress.com/
Pinterest
Donating to a repository
Society of American Archivists: http://www2.archivists.org/publications/brochures/donating-familyrecs
Footnote: We discussed a poem about grandma’s aprons. Here are links to the “original” poem and the version Julia saw first.
http://tinatrivett.blogspot.com/2007/08/grandmas-apron.html
http://amberskyline.com/treasuremaps/family-history/grandmas-apron-poem.html
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Writing a Profile of Your Civil War Ancestor
We’re starting a new Special Interest Group (SIG) for people who want to start writing up their research! This SIG will
meet on the first Saturday of each month at 1:30, starting on March 4 and running through November 4. In this series of
workshops, we will be writing a profile of a Civil War soldier or sailor. We will be starting from a basic outline. During
the workshop, we will be using this outline to write a one page profile, but the outline can be extended in many ways,
even to a full length book.
There will be homework! For each session, we’ll be doing a little research and a little writing; don’t panic — we’ll be
writing at a rate of about 1 paragraph per month. It will be more fun and educational if we share our monthly assignments with the group, but this is absolutely not necessary for each month, or even at all.
Who should do this? Any genealogist with a Civil War ancestor. We’ll be learning about the Civil War, but only in
tiny bites — this is not a workshop on the war itself. We will assume that participants have some very basic genealogy
experience. The workshops are free and open to anyone.
Why are we doing this? There are several good reasons to learn to write an ancestor profile. First, it helps give a focus
to our research; nothing reveals the gaps in our knowledge like trying to tell a person’s story from birth to death. Second, it will give us some practice integrating several kinds of research, working with both traditional genealogical records and more general military and social history sources. Third, most of us want our research to have some lasting
value or impact, which is far more likely if it is organized and written up in a structured manner; our working research
files should not be our final product. Getting started, though, is really, really hard. This workshop will provide some tiny
nudges to get past that first blank page. And fourth, this is a good way to honor our service member ancestors!
~ Julia

Notes of Interest
Dick Eastman (blog.eogn.com) had a note in a recent newsletter in reference to the fact that the free Chronicling
America newspaper search website may be a thing of the past along with other things that genealogists use. Madge
Maril wrote an article in Family Tree Magazine and said since the “site is a service of the National Endowment of
the Humanities (NEH), an independent federal agency funding humanities programs” in the US, the new administration’s federal budget may eliminate NEH. “If that passes, the Chronicling America newspaper search website
probably will go offline.” You can read Madge Maril’s article in the Family Tree Magazine Blog at:
https://goo.gl/0b0Zlz.

Amazon Smile
Remember our Amazon Smile donation help. If you make purchases from Amazon.com be sure to make MHGS the non-profit
you are helping. The name will be at the top of the Amazon page. We will get a percentage of all purchases made using MHGS
as the non-profit you are helping. Good way to help MHGS and also get all those things you want delivered right to your door.
How easy can it get?

2016-2017 Board of Directors
President: Rex Riley (president@mhgswichita.org)
Vice President: Jozel Smith Eckels
(programs@mhgswichita.org)
Treasurer: Jim Scharnhorst (treasurer@mhgswichita.org)
Secretary: Twila Ackley Brown (secretary@mhgswichita.org)
Librarians: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org)

Committee Chairs
Alert Editor: Lucille Williams
Building & Grounds: Open
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock
Publicity: Francene Davis Sharp
Register Editor: Ann Hathaway Boll
Membership: Beverly Jackson
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February Calendar of Events
Library Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm
Board Meeting
Saturday, February 11 @ 10:30am

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group
Saturday, February 11 @1:30pm
Led by Paul Renner Smith

Power-Up SIG
Tuesday, February 14 @ 1:30 to 3pm
Led by Julia Langel
Genealogy on the Internet
Saturday, February 18 @ 10am
Led by Jim Scharnhorst

DAR & SAR Special Interest Group
Saturday, February 18 @ 1pm
Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams
Afro-American Special Interest Group
Saturday, February 25 1pm
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels

People will not look forward to posterity
who never look backward to their
ancestors.
~ Edmund Burke
“Life may not be the party we hoped for;
but while we’re here, we should dance.”
~ Unknown

Call 316-264-3611 for information or to
check on library closings.

