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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  
Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 
help you with your research and answer questions. We 
have yearly memberships and non-members can do 
research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   
http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

Ireland’s Recognition of Choctaw Nation 

 
     You may have heard about this before but in case you haven’t it bears mentioning. 
This was first reported by Adam Kemp in The Oklahoman last year.  Ireland has erected a 
monument honoring the Choctaw Nation which recognizes their rare gift to Ireland during 
the 1840’s potato famine.  
      In 1831, the  Choctaw Nation struggled through the Trail of Tears where over 6,000 
of them perished because of exposure to the coldest winter on record, disease, and starva-
tion. They were forced with other tribes to leave their homes in Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana and walk hundreds of miles to Oklahoma. Though they had just endured 
that journey where they lost so much, they heard of the potato famine in Ireland and 
wanted to help.  Even though they did not have much for themselves they were able to 
scrape together $170 which would be close to $5,000 today.  They sent that to Ireland for 
the starving people where more than a million people had perished because of the potato 
blight. 
     The monument represents that time in the 1840s when the Irish were suffering so 
much and it was, as the sculptor Alex Pentek explained, “a great moment of compassion, 
strength and unity.”  The monument is made of nine eagle feathers which tower 20 feet 
into the Irish sky.  “Aligned in a circle, the look is imperfect, bends and creases in one 
feather distinguishing it from its next metallic counterpart.  The feathers stand strong, 
made from steel and bound together with more than 20,000 welds. But they also give off 
a sense of fragility, a feeling that a strong breeze could topple them at any moment.”  It is 
titled “Kindred Spirits.” 
     The monument was unveiled last year in Bailic Park in Middleton, a small town of 
12,000 not far from Ireland’s southern coast in County Cork.  A plaque in the middle of 
the structure details how in 1847 the impoverished Choctaw Nation was able to scrape 
together the money to send to help the starving people in Ireland. And its “not the size of  
the long-ago gift that resonates with Irish nationals today, but the sacrifice required to 
make it.” Now, over 160 years later, the selflessness of the Choctaw Nation still is taught 
in Irish schools with an emphasis on the fact that they gave even when they couldn’t af-
ford to do so.  
      

This program is made possible in part 
by the City of Wichita. 
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events 
 

Lakeview Cemetery Photo Project.  Monday mornings at 10am weather permitting.  This will 
again be led by Jim Scharnhorst and Paul Smith.  Cemetery is located at 12100 East 13th Street in  
Wichita. Bring your cell phone or tablet with the BillionGraves app and help us document the cemetery. 
We won’t be there if the weather is bad. 

 

Board Meeting.  Saturday, June 11 @ 10:30am. 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, June 11 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul Renner 
Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion 
group uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn 
what different tests are available and where. 

 

Power Up Your Genealogy.  Tuesday, June 14  @ 1:30pm.  Led by Julia Langel & Twila Brown.  
Topic of discussion will be digitizing photos . Come prepared to discuss and share your ideas. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, June 18 @ 10am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Genealogy re-
search has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest 
way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes 
them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find 
most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the future holds.   
 
Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, June 18 @ 1pm.  Led by 
Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  We can help you with the application process, show you what records 
you need to qualify for membership, and give you all the details. 
 
Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, June 25 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.  In-
terest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on Afri-
can-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family sto-
ries that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of dis-
covering and understanding your family history.  
 

Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for up to date program information. 

Volunteer Recognition at MHGS 
     In 2015, MHGS participated in a volunteer recognition program sponsored by the Kansas Council of Genealogi-
cal Societies (KCGS).  Eight of our members, Ann Boll, Twila Brown, Vince Hancock, Julia Langel, Jim Scharn-
horst, Paul Smith, Elaine Sunde, and Lucille Williams earned President’s Volunteer Service Awards from the na-
tional Points of Light foundation in the form of a certificate and a pin.  Six other members Jozel Smith Eckels, 
Melinda Fultz, Joanne Hackerott, Bev Jackson, Bill Pennington, and Francene Sharp received recognition from 
KCGS.  All together, our members provided more than 3,000 hours of volunteer service in 2015.  Thanks for the 
help, everyone!  



       A l e r t                
P a g e  3  

 

2016-2017 Board of Directors 

President:  Rex Riley    (president@mhgswichita.org) 
Vice President:  Jozel Smith Eckels                           
               (programs@mhgswichita.org) 
Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhorst    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 
Secretary:   Twila Ackley Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 
 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           
Building & Grounds:    Open 
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  
Publicity:  Francene Davis Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Hathaway Boll     
Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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Julia’s Notes on the April Power-Up SIG:  Building a Genealogical Toolbox 
What’s a genealogy toolbox?  Websites and computer tools that make research easier 
Organizers:  Password Managers: Reviews http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2407168,00.asp 
 People at the meeting use LastPass, KeePass, and Dashlane 
 Browser Favorite/Bookmark Managers: Chrome Bookmark Manager, http://beebom.com/2015/06/best- 
  bookmark-managers 
 Evernote, OneNote 
Swiss Army Knife Series:  Google; Wikipedia; Cyndi’s List: http://www.cyndislist.com/;  Thomas MacEntee’s 
Toolbox:  http://genealogytoolbox.weebly.com/;  FamilySearch Wiki (this is an awesome site—the best place to 
start if you need to learn about a new area of research. For example, ready to start researching your Swedish ances-
try?  Go to the Swedish research page and find brief histories, discussions about what records are available and how 
they’re organized, lists of the Swedish words you’re most likely to find in genealogical records, like died, born, 
married, and lots of other useful goodies to get you started):  http://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php;  USGen-
web.org;  Worldgenweb.org;  Dictionary.com;  Abbreviations.com;  Acronymfinder.com. 
Forms:    https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogy_Research_Forms 
Facebook group The Organized Genealogist:  Includes the Individual Research Checklist (a master list of sources to 
check for each individual, including all the censuses, birth records, marriage records, etc.):   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/files/ 
 

Ideas for Categories: 

♦ Calendars (what date was Easter 1952?:  timeanddate.com 
♦ Historical Timelines 
♦ States, Counties, Countries 
♦ County Line Changes:  http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/ 
♦ Languages (Family Search wiki has nice genealogy word lists) 
♦ Currency calculator (great-grandpa’s will left his eldest son $50. How much would that be worth today?  Or . . . 

census says real estate valued at $500. How much would that be worth today?)   
       http://www.davemanuel.com/inflation-calculator.php 
  

Bits and Pieces 

Dillon’s Community Rewards Program continues to give donations to MHGS.  All those who purchase groceries 
(plus, flowers, cards, gas, etc.)  from Dillon’s are encouraged to  list Midwest (48325) as their designated non-profit.      
 
Don’t forget if you make purchases from Amazon Smile at Amazon.com and list MHGS as the non-profit you are 
helping, Midwest will get a percentage of all purchases.  Good way to help MHGS. 
 
The Naval History part of the Navy has published several in-depth naval history books.  It appears that, while you can 
buy a printed copy of each book, they also make the pdf versions available for free. 
http://www.history.navy.mil/research//publications/recent-publications.html 
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June Calendar of Events 
Library Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
New Cemetery Photo Project 

Lakeview Cemetery, 12100 E. 13th 
Monday mornings @ 10am 

Weather Permitting 
Jim Scharnhorst & Paul Smith 

 
 

Board Meeting 
Saturday, June 11 @10:30am 

 
 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group 
Saturday, June 11 @ 1pm 

Led by Paul Renner Smith 
 
 

 
Power-Up Special Interest Group  

Tuesday, June 14 @ 1:30pm 
Led by Julia Langel & Twila Brown 

 
Genealogy on the Internet 
Saturday, June 18 @ 10am 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
DAR Special Interest Group 

Saturday, June 18 @ 1pm 
Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams 

 
Afro-American SIG 

Saturday, June 25  @ 1pm 
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 

 
Call 316-264-3611 for information or 

to check on library closings. 
 


