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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

Message from Past President Elaine Sunde 
I just visited a library that doesn’t support genealogy. Yes.  Such places do exist.  I ar-

rived, feeling very eager, with a WorldCat print-out of the library’s holdings.  Approach-

ing the teenager at the front desk, I was told:  “I am the very last person on earth that you 

need to speak with.”  Well, okay. 

 

Eventually, after much consultation in the back room, I was sent to the basement where 

every book was secured in locked glass cases and the index cards (yes, cards) were pro-

tected from public use behind the librarian’s desk.  After much muttering through the lit-

tle wooden drawers, she announced that nothing on my resource list was available in her 

basement:  “We have HISTORY here, not (with a curled lip) GENEALOGY.” 

 

Back at the front desk, I met (hooray) a Grown-up who waved me toward a two-shelf  

cabinet in the far corner.  There I found tattered banker’s boxes, all labeled “cemetery 

records” but filled, mostly, with decades of old newsletters from regional historical socie-

ties.  There were no indexes.  No shelf labels.  No binders.  And nothing whatsoever from 

my resource list. 

 

Back at the front desk, the Grown-Up explained that “we do not have a genealogist on 

staff.  That shelf was filled by an organization that disbanded and left their stuff with us.” 

 

I stumbled out the door feeling a renewed and deep appreciation for the Midwest Histori-

cal and Genealogical Society — and for our beautifully indexed and organized historical 

AND genealogical library. 

This program is made possible in part 

by the City of Wichita. 

IT’S OFFICIAL —  DD-214s are now on line 

Military veterans & the next of kin of deceased former military men & women may now use a new 

online military personnel records system to request documents. Other individuals with a need for 

documents must still complete Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded from the online web 

site. Because the requester will be asked to supply all information essential for National Personnel 

Records Center (NPRC) to process the request, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask 

for additional information will be minimized.. The new web-based application was designed to 

provide better service on these requests by eliminating the record centers mailroom and processing 

time. The web site is:  http://vetrecs.archives.gov/  or try  http://www.archives.gov/veterans/

military-service/records/ 
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events 
 

Power Up Your Genealogy.  Tuesday, May 10  @ 1:30pm.  Led by Julia Langel & Twila Brown.  

Topic of discussion will be Genealogy Road Trips. Come prepared to discuss and share your ideas. 

 

Board Meeting.  Saturday, May 14 @ 10:30am.   

 

Lakeview Cemetery Photo Project.  Monday mornings at 10am weather permitting.  This will 

again be led by Jim Scharnhorst and Paul Smith.  Cemetery is located at 12100 East 13th Street in  

Wichita. Bring your cell phone or tablet with the BillionGraves app and help us document the cemetery. 

We won’t be there if the weather is bad. 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, May 14 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul Renner 

Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion 

group uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn 

what different tests are available and where. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, May 21 @ 10am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Genealogy re-

search has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest 

way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes 

them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find 

most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the future holds.   

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, May 21 @ 1pm.  Led by 

Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  We can help you with the application process, show you what records 

you need to qualify for membership, and give you all the details. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  No meeting in May — Have a good Memorial Weekend!  

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.  Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families 

with special emphasis on African-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history 

and factors within the family stories that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research 

your family tree with the goal of discovering and understanding your family history.  

 

Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for up to date program information. 

 

Report on the Genealogy on the Internet Special Interest Group 
     The Genealogy on the Internet special interest group met on Saturday, April 16.  Attendance was light as the 

board of directors was meeting on the main floor and we met on the lower level.  Discussion topics included An-

cestry’s lack of regular back-ups leading to a significant loss of information from RootsWeb, the sale of a portion 

of Ancestry to Silver Lake investments, changes in the search functions (particularly in family trees), and how best 

to record vital statistic locations in Family Tree Maker.  The news of RootsMagic now accepting the import of 

Family Tree Maker files was welcome as some have learned to use it and like some of the features.  We hope to 

hear that RootsMagic will soon be able to sync with Ancestry.  We meet again May 21 at 10am. 

~ Jim Scharnhorst    
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2016-2017 Board of Directors 

President:  Rex Riley    (president@mhgswichita.org) 

Vice President:  Jozel Smith Eckels                           

               (programs@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhost    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary:   Twila Ackley Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds:    Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Davis Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Hathaway Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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Julia’s Notes on the March Power-Up SIG 
The group met in March to discuss organizing paper and digital files. Topics discussed were: 

Why do you keep files, paper files, digital files, organizing in general, and items in the MHGS library. 

  

Why we keep files  —  to support our research, to show & tell family, for posterity, and as part of a backup system. 

 

Paper files -—they have value, for active research projects, you can make notes on them. Some keep binders, some 

file folders, and the ever present stacks we can’t seem to get filed. Most keep surname & place files. Some use a 

number system and keep an index file or spreadsheet.  Biggest hurdle seems to be keeping the filing up to date.  Re-

member the person after you who will have to make sense of what you have done. Two websites were mentioned: 

http://www.genrootsorganizer.com/   and   https://familysearch.org/lern/iki/en/Organizing_Your_Files 

 

Digital files — Scan everything? Keep things after you’ve scanned them?  Decide on a filing system—how will you 

name the files?  How will you set up folders and directories?  You can use surname directories, date directories, or 

one big directory. 

Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy Gems Podcast:  http://lisalouisecooke.com/?p=6311 

 

Organizing in general  
Facebook group The Organized Genealogist:  http://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/ 

Dear Myrtle Finally Get Organized:  http;//blog.dearmyrtle.com/p/finally-get-organized.html 

Thomas MacEntee Genealogy DoOver:  http:/www.gneeabloggers.com/the-genealogy-do-over-2016-topics/ 

 

In the MHGS Library 

The Organized Family Historian, by Ann Fleming (I 218) 

Organizing Your Family History Search, by Sharon Carmack (I 219) 

How to Organize Family Photos, Denise Levenic (I 270) 

Bits and Pieces 

The Dillon’s Community Rewards Program continues to give quarterly donations to MHGS.  Currently, we have 5 

members whose purchases at Dillon’s are used to calculate our share of their charitable contributions. The amount 

donated is large enough to pay our security system fee for 2 months each quarter.  The costs to our members are 

only the time it takes to register.  All those who purchase groceries (plus, flowers, cards, gas, etc.)  from Dillon’s are 

encouraged to enroll and list Midwest (48325) as their designated non-profit.      

 

Follow up from an item asking for help in the October Alert:  With help from Jim Scharnhorst and Paul Smith, 

Joanne Hackerott responded to the request for information and through their combined efforts Robby was able to 

get in contact with some of the Shay relatives that live in Wichita.  Good work, team! 

 

Don’t forget our Amazon Smile donation help.  If you make purchases from Amazon.com and list MHGS as the 

non-profit you are helping, Midwest will get a percentage of all purchases.  Good way to help MHGS, 



Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1121 
Wichita, KS  67201 
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May Calendar of Events 
Library Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
 

New Cemetery Photo Project 
Lakeview Cemetery, 12100 E. 13th 

Monday mornings @ 10am 
Weather Permitting 

Jim Scharnhorst & Paul Smith 
 
 

Power-Up Special Interest Group  
Tuesday, May 10 @ 1:30pm 

Led by Julia Langel & Twila Brown 
 
 

Board Meeting 
Saturday, May 14 @ 10:30am 

 

 
Genealogy DNA  

Special Interest Group 
Saturday, May 14  @ 1pm 

Led by Paul Renner Smith 
 

Genealogy on the Internet 
Saturday, May 21  @ 10am 

Led by Jim Scharnhorst 
 

DAR Special Interest Group 
Saturday, May 21 @ 1pm 

Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams 
 
 

Call 316-264-3611 for information or 
to check on library closings. 

 
   


