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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

The MHGS membership form is being revised to allow space for female members 

to document their maiden names.  This is one small step to help future genealo-

gists in researching maternal lineage.  MHGS is also encouraging use of maiden 

names whenever appropriate. 

MHGS Annual Meeting March 12 at 10:30 AM 
Hope you are all making plans to attend the Annual Meeting on March 12 at Midwest.  

We must have a quorum in attendance in order to conduct business.  Two important items 

of business are electing a new President and Vice President.  The duties of these two of-

fices are as follows: 

 

President:  The President shall be the Chief Executive and the official spokesperson for 

the Society; shall affix the official signature for the Society on all legal documents; shall 

provide general supervision of the Society activities; shall preside at the annual meeting 

and the Executive Board meetings of the Society; and shall be an ex-officio member of all 

committees except the Nominating Committee. The President shall appoint all committee 

chairmen as are necessary to carry on the work of the Society. The President shall write 

an annual report to the membership for publication in the Society Newsletter. The Presi-

dent shall be responsible for annually archiving the official records of the Society.  

 

Vice President:  The Executive Vice President is responsible for all seminars, workshops, 

and event participations of the Society, and shall be responsible for the programs at the 

annual meeting of the Society.  In the absence or incapacity of the President, the Vice 

President shall assume the duties of the President. 

 

Save the date and join us at the Annual Meeting on March 12 at 10:30am! 

This program is made possible in part 

by the City of Wichita. 

“Genealogy is the backbone of human memory —scaffolding upon which we can construct a 

sense of how we came to being. At its heart, genealogy springs from what is one of the most fun-

damental of human impulses  . . . a refusal to forget.” 

     ~Nathaniel Philbrick, Author, October 22, 2015   



 

 
P a g e  2         A l e r t               

Upcoming Programs & Library Events for February 
 

Power Up Your Genealogy.  Tuesday, February 9 @ 1:30pm.  Led by Julia Langel and Twila Brown.  

We’ll be discussing genealogy software; please bring an idea, web link, book, article, question, example 

or story to share. 

 

Board Meeting.  Saturday,  February 13 @ 10:30am 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, February 13  @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul 

Renner Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discus-

sion group uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. 

Learn what different tests are available and where. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, February 20 @ 10am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Genealogy 

research has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the quickest 

way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation purposes makes 

them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find 

most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the future holds.   

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, February 20 @ 1pm.  

Led by Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  We can help you with the application process, show you what 

records you need to qualify for membership, and give you all the details. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, February 27 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.  

Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on 

African-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family 

stories that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of 

discovering and understanding your family history.  

 

Check our website at mhgswichita.org for up to date program information. 

Latest Additions to the Library Shelves  Julia, Librarian 

Our Veterans—Brave and Proud (Wabaunsee County Veteran’s Day) 
Flood of ‘81 in Pictures 
Kansas State Normal School Class List 
Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church Directory 
An Atlas of Champaign County Landmarks - Edgar A Ridder 
Champaign County Ohio 1991 
Record of Wills in Stafford County Virginia Abstracted from Will Book “M” - Annie Walker Burns Bell 
Historic Downtown Salina 
Haroldena Plante Collection  -  Haroldena Plante 
The Coyote  
Men of ffairs in greater Kansas City, 1912 
Maple Grove Cemetery Interments, Wichita, Kansas: 1888 to Mar 1991 
Roster, past president’s parley and historical sketches:  American Legion Auxiliary. 
The Swedish settlements in central Kansas:  an address  -  Alfred Bergin 
Registration of Axis Aliens in Kansas January  -  June 1918  -  R. Wayne Jennings 
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2014-2015 Board of Directors 

President:  Elaine Hill Sunde    (president@mhgswichita.org) 

Vice President:  Ann Hathaway Boll                           

               (programs@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhost    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary:   Twila Ackley Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds:    Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Davis Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Hathaway Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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PowerUp Special Interest Group 
 

Want to get more strategic and organized about your genealogy research this year?  Need to find new genealogy 

software?  We do too, so we’re starting a new Special Interest Group!  The Power-Up Your Genealogy SIG will 

meet once a month, on the second Tuesday at 1:30pm, to discuss and debate a variety of topics of interest to all ge-

nealogists, beginner to advanced.  Our provisional monthly schedule is: 

 

Feb:  Genealogy Software 

Mar:  Organizing Your Files, Paper and Digital 

Apr:  Online Research Toolkit 

May:  Genealogy Road Trips 

June:  Digitizing Photos 

July:  Research Goals and Process 

Aug:  Genealogy Education 

Sep:   Citing Your Sources 

Oct:   Interviewing Relatives 

Nov:  Sharing Your Research 

Dec:  Taking Stock and Looking Forward 

 

Led by MHGS Librarian Julia Langel and Twila Brown, each meeting will rely on sharing and discussion of experi-

ences and resources.  We hope you’ll bring an idea, web link, book, article, question, example or story to share.  

We’ll take good notes, make copies and lists, and share the results. 

 

Please join us!  Our first meeting will be Tuesday, February 9, at 1:30.  Our topic will be Genealogy Software. 

Genealogy on the Internet Special Interest Group 
(Meets 3rd Saturday at 10:30 each month) 

The ongoing controversy about Ancestry.com and their “New Ancestry” format was a topic of discussion at the Janu-

ary meeting. The blog from the Ancestry Insider made the point that a subscription to Ancestry.com should be based 

on whether the sources and data are worth the cost. We discussed the relative dislike of the new colors and features 

(particularly LIFESTORY) in the web trees that Ancestry has forced us to experience.  The best strategy seems to be 

to stay off of the LIFESTORY page and learn to select the best display options available.  Reference was made to the 

increasing competition to Ancestry.com from FamilySearch.org.  The extensive international records available at no 

cost were particularly attractive. The members are looking at the options for genealogy software to replace Family 

Tree Maker, now that Ancestry.com has discontinued selling it. The possibility that other makers will be allowed to 

provide syncing services has raised expectations for some competition for our business.  We continue to share our 

discoveries with each other as the search for our histories progresses. 

               ~Jim Scharnhorst     
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Calendar of Events 
Library Open Tues. & Sat. 9am to 4pm 

 
Power-Up Special Interest Group  

Tuesday, February 9 @ 1:30pm 
Led by Julia Langel and Twila Brown 

 
Board Meeting 

Saturday, February 13 @ 10:30am 
 

Genealogy DNA SIG 
Saturday, February 13  @ 1pm 

Led by Paul Renner Smith 
 

Genealogy on the Internet 
Saturday, February 20 @ 10am 

Led by Jim Scharnhorst 
 
 

 
DAR Special Interest Group 
Saturday, February 20 @ 1pm 

Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams 
 

Afro-American SIG 
Saturday, February 27  @ 1pm 

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 
 

Call 316-264-3611 for information or 
to check on library closings. 

 
If there is snow or forecast of bad weather, 

always call the library to see if it is open 
before driving there.  If there has already 

been a snow storm, please call as it takes a 
little while to get the parking lot cleaned 

off in case of inclement weather.   


