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Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

 

A Library Milestone! ~Julia, Librarian 

 

 

I am pleased to report that the physical hauling-of-books-from-floor-to-floor part 

of the library reorganization is complete! 

 

There are three parts to the reorganization project: 

 

Rearrange the book categories to give our Kansas materials the prime real estate 

on the main floor, sort the Kansas books by county, and to shelve the periodicals 

with the rest of the books to make browsing easier. This is the part of the project 

that is done.  

 

Move into the new catalog software and clean up all the transferred records. We 

completed the move last fall, and I am about 80% through cleaning things up. For-

tunately, not-yet-cleaned-up records are still findable in catalog searches.   

 

Recatalog the periodicals to change their call numbers from M to R (to reflect the 

new shelving system) and itemize each physical volume. This part of the project is 

only about 60% complete. 

 

A huge thanks to Jim Scharnhorst, who did the lion’s share of the hauling, espe-

cially moving things UP the stairs!  

 

To celebrate the new layout of the library, we’re having an open house on Novem-

ber 7 from 1 to 4.  Come by to take a quick tour, munch a cookie or two, find out 

what our upcoming projects will be and chat with other Wichita-area genealogy 

enthusiasts! 
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events 
 

Board Meeting.  Saturday,  September 12 @ 10:30am. 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, Sept. 12 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul Renner 

Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion group 

uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what dif-

ferent tests are available and where. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, September 19 @ 10am to 11am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Ge-

nealogy research has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the 

quickest way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation pur-

poses makes them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the 

sites we find most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the 

future holds.   

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, Sept 19 @ 1pm-2pm. 

Led by Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  Do you have ancestors who served in the American Revolu-

tion, either in a military unit or by providing service in another way?  We can help you with the applica-

tion process, show you what records you need to qualify for membership, and give you all the details. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, September 26 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith 

Eckels.  Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special empha-

sis on African-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the 

family stories that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the 

goal of discovering and understanding your family history.  

 

White Chapel Cemetery Project. Mondays, 9am. Led by Paul Smith and Jim Scharnhorst. We’re tak-

ing photos of the White Chapel Cemetery for BillionGraves.  Bring your smartphone and a hat and meet 

at the cemetery, Oliver and 17th St. 

 

Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for up to date information. 

Searching Sedgwick County Register of Deeds 
 

     Have you ever tried to look for a property document (such as a deed) at the Sedgwick County Courthouse?  The 

Register of Deeds has indexed and made available the property records for Sedgwick County on their website for 

transactions recorded since 1969.  This is the primary proof of ownership in property sales. The documents list the 

legal names, property descriptions, dates, and sometimes the address of property mortgaged or sold in Sedgwick 

County.  The records may be accessed by anyone with internet access.  The only restrictions are on the use of the 

information in selling or offering to sell property.  To see the records, start at http://www.sedgwickcounty.org/

deeds/. 

 

     On the left side, click “Search for a Document.”  That will take you to a page that has “Begin Online Document 

Search” in the middle.  When clicked on, the Registration Form comes up.  This must be filled out so that they can 

track those who violate the sales rules.  Once complete, the Register of Deeds Document Search page comes up.  

The criteria can be as specific or non-specific as you desire.  Putting a last name in the “Party Name” is sufficient 

to list transactions involving that name.  The documents may be viewed or printed as desired. 

        ~ Jim Scharnhorst 
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2014-2015 Board of Directors 

President:  Elaine Sunde  (president@mhgswichita.org) 

Vice President:  Ann Boll  (programs@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhost    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary:   Twila Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds:    Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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Helpful Information in Family Tree Magazine 
     MHGS has a subscription to Family Tree Magazine and current copies are kept in the basket on the main floor.  

If you haven’t looked at these magazines you may be missing out on some research help on family history subjects. 

There is a guide (called Workbook) is every magazine and are all written by well-known genealogists. 

 

     In case you have not yet looked at these, to give you an example of the types of research help you can find, some 

of the subjects covered are: 

     Sept. 2015 Issue “Naturalization Records” written by Lisa Alzo 

     Jan/Feb 2015 Issue “Obituaries”   written by Shannon Combs-Bennett 

     Dec. 2014 Issue “Directories”   written by Maureen Taylor 

 

     Each of these guides has explanations of the types of records covered and where to find them.  I won’t go into 

much detail here since the records and process are all fully explained in the magazines. There are sample docu-

ments, fast facts, websites to check, publication and resources, and a worksheet for your use (you can make a copy). 

Coincidentally, the naturalization records for this area are at MHGS.  

 

     The obituary workbook explains types of remembrances, history of obituaries, finding obituaries, samples of dif-

ferent ones, newspaper websites, and helpful clues you can find in obituaries. 

 

     The Directories workbook explains the types of different directories you should check (city, house, business, 

trades, and telephone), finding different directories, samples of a couple of directory listings from the 1800s, clues 

to look for in directories, and common abbreviations used in city directories. 

 

All of these Family Tree Magazine Workbooks are helpful and might just clue you in on a way to research, or a re-

cord (and place to find it) which would be helpful.  Of course, there are lots of other interesting articles in these 

magazines.       ~Lucille Williams 

New in the Library:  How to Archive Family Photos by Denise May Levenick 
 

Do you have piles of photographs sitting around your house and stacks of digital photos sitting around on your 

computer, phone and tablet? This brand new book aims to help you get things under control. There are three sec-

tions. The first section covers how to set up a digital image organization plan, including backups and filenames, 

and a workflow for handling new items as they come in. The second section discusses how to digitize your paper 

photos, including figuring out what equipment you need. The third section encourages you to get those photos back 

out into the world through projects such as photo greeting cards, photo books, and even photos printed on silk 

scarves. Come check it out!  

 

If you have questions, stop by the library where several of the volunteers have digitizing and organizing experi-

ence. If this topic inspires you, we have a couple of digitizing projects in the early planning stages and could really 

use your help!       ~Julia Langel 
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September Calendar of Events 
 

Library 
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
 

Board Meeting 
Saturday, September 12 @ 10:30 am 

 
 

Genealogy DNA SIG 
Saturday, September 12  @ 1pm 

Led by Paul Renner Smith 
 
 

Genealogy on the Internet 
Saturday, September 19 @ 10am 

Led by Jim Scharnhorst 
 

 
 
 

DAR Special Interest Group 
Saturday, September 19 @ 1pm-2pm 

Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams 
 
 

Afro-American SIG 
Saturday, September 26 @ 1pm 

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 
 

White Chapel Cemetery Project 
Monday, September 14, 21, 28 @ 9am 

Led by Paul Smith and Jim Scharnhorst 
 
 

Call 316-264-3611 for information or 
to check on library closings. 

 


