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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  
Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 
help you with your research and answer questions. We 
have yearly memberships and non-members can do 
research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   
http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

Several Question for MHGS Members 

 
1. Are there specific genealogy topics you would like to see covered in the Alert? 

2. Would you like to write something yourself to be shared in the Alert? 
3. Are there genealogy topics you would like to see classes on at MHGS to help 

you in your family research? Or is there something you would like to teach? 
4. Have you made a major breakthrough in your research that you would like to 

share with other members in the Alert? 
5. Do you have a family tradition, or story, you have proven or disproven which 

you would like to share in the Alert? 
 
As editor of the Alert, I welcome input from members who would like to share any 
interesting items, surprises, or brick wall breakthroughs you have discovered in 
your years of researching your families.  Perhaps you have found you actually do 
have one of those “bad seeds” in your ancestry.  For example, I have an ancestor 
who was the head of the Perkins gang of horse thieves in North Carolina.  He was 
not a direct ancestor but the brother of my direct ancestor, so that counts too.  
There was also the brother-in-law (Nathaniel Trusty) of my great grandfather, 
Thomas Loren Williams, in Kentucky who was shot in the back in his own corn-
field by a guy (Font Young) who said he did it so “he couldn’t testify against him 
any more.”  I’m sure a lot of you have some really interesting stories you could 
tell.  So this is me asking you to share your stories also. ~Lucille Williams 

     U.S. Geographical Survey sponsors a collection of 178,000 maps online, dating back 
to 1880. They cover the entire country.  Best of all, they’re free to download. 
 
     Correction  That USED to be “best of all” about the USGS site.  Now they have intro-
duced a greatly improved viewer and expanded range of services.  You can search maps 
of a particular scale or within a specified range of dates.  You can zoom in on a specific 
place.  And you have a choice of download formats.  And, oh yes, they are still free! 
 
     Check the USGS services at http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer.  And thanks to 
Dick Eastman for sharing this news.  
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events 
 

Board Meeting.  Saturday,  June 13 @ 10:30am. 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, June 13 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul Renner 
Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion group 
uses the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what dif-
ferent tests are available and where. 
 
Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, June 20 @ 10am to 11am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Geneal-
ogy research has embraced the computer as not only the most efficient way to organize data, but the 
quickest way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization of documents for preservation pur-
poses makes them searchable, economical, and immediately available. Our meeting is for sharing the 
sites we find most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have developed, and learning what the 
future holds.   
 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  This group which generally meets 

on the third Saturday of every month will not meet during the summer months of June, July, and 

August since our DAR chapters do not meet in the summer. We will start this group again in Sep-

tember. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, June 27 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.  In-
terest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on Afri-
can-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family sto-
ries that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of dis-
covering and understanding your family history.  
 

Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for up to date information. 

Genealogist’s Disease 

WARNING:  Genealogy Pox     (Very contagious to adults) 
 
SYMPTOMS:  Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and places.  Patient has a blank expres-
sion, sometimes deaf to spouse and children.  Has no taste for work of any kind, except feverishly look-
ing through records at libraries and courthouses.  Has compulsion to write letters.  Swears at mailman 
when he doesn’t leave mail.  Frequents strange places, such as cemeteries, ruins, and remote, desolate 
country areas.  Makes secret night calls, hides phone bills from spouse and mumbles to self.  Has strange, 
far away look in eyes. 
 
NO KNOWN CURE 
 
TREATMENT:  Medication is useless.  Disease is not fatal, but gets progressively worse.  Patient should 
attend genealogy workshops, subscribes to genealogical magazines and be given a quiet corner in the 
house where he or she can be alone. 
 
REMARKS:  The unusual nature of this disease is the sicker the patient gets, the more he or she enjoys 
it!     (Shared from the Chicago Genealogy Society newsletter) 
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2014-2015 Board of Directors 

President:  Elaine Sunde  (president@mhgswichita.org) 
Vice President:  Ann Boll  (programs@mhgswichita.org) 
Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhost    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 
Secretary:   Twila Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 
 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           
Building & Grounds:    Open 
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  
Publicity:  Francene Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Boll     
Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies 

Uncovering & Celebrating Your Heritage 
The 41st Annual KCGS Genealogy Conference will be June 20, 2015, at the Hughes Metropolitan Complex at 29th 
and Oliver in Wichita, Kansas.  The featured presenter is Kathleen Brandt who is a nationally renowned speaker, 
author, consultat, and professional genealogist.  She has been a consultant for Who Do You Think You Are? for 
several of their programs. Her website is at www.a3Genealogy.com. 

 
If registered by June 10, 2015, the cost is $50 which must be received by June 10.  This includes a syllabus and ca-
tered luncheon.  Late registration after June 10 is $60 (syllabus and catered luncheon cannot be guaranteed.) 
Mail registration and check to the Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies, Inc, PO Box 3858, Topeka, KS 66604-
6858.  (KCGS has a No Refund Policy.) Registration forms are available at MHGS. 
 

Schedule for the day is as follows: 
8:00—8:30   Registration  (Coffee & Refreshments)      
8:30—8:45   Welcome & Introductions 
8:45—9:45    Session One:  Military Records Were Destroyed?  What To Do. 

9:45 –10:00   Break 
10:00-11.00   Session Two:  How We Were Freed 

11:00-11:30   Q&A Session:  How We Were Freed Q&A  
11:30-12:30   Lunch and Break 
12:30-1:00     KCGS Annual Meeting 
1:00—1:30     Q&A Session:  Who Do You Think You Are?  Q&A 

1:30—1:45     Break 
1:45—2:45     Session Three:  Leaping Over Brick Walls 

2:45—3:00     Break 
3:00—4:00     Session Four:  Sharing Our Ancestors 

4:00                Adjournment 
    

Presented by Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies and co-sponsored by Wichita Genealogical Society. 

Items to remember: 

Amazon Smile: You order items on Amazon.com and Midwest reaps the benefits by way of a donation. 

MHGS Facebook Page:  Go to facebook.com/mhgswichita  and “like” us. 

We all grow up with the weight of history on us.  Our ancestors dwell in the attics of our 
brains as they do in the spiraling chains of knowledge hidden in every cell of our bodies.   

       ~Shirley Abbott 
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June Calendar of Events 
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
Board Meeting 

Saturday, June 13 @ 10:30 am 
 

Genealogy DNA SIG 
Saturday, June 13  @ 1pm 

Led by Paul Renner Smith 
 

Genealogy on the Internet 
Saturday, June 20 @ 10am 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
Afro-American SIG 

Saturday, June 27 @ 1pm 
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 

 
 

 
Call 316-264-3611 for information or 

to check on library closings. 
 
 

 
 

Old Western Ranch House 


