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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.
Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to
help you with your research and answer questions. We
have yearly memberships and non-members can do
research for a fee. (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:
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Library Hours:
Tuesday & Saturday

Learn to use the MHGS Library Catalog
At the May meeting of the Genealogy on the Internet Special Interest Group, Librarian
Julia Langel will demonstrate the new online MHGS library catalog. We will cover
searching for books of interest, printing out a list of books to look for at the library, and
how the online resources work. Everyone is welcome! May 16 at 10am.

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Email:
info@mhgswichita.org
Online Alert:
go to website>publications
>Alert
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Annual Meeting Report
We had a quorum at our Annual Meeting at Midwest on March 28 so we were able to
conduct some business. We voted and approved our new Mission Statement and elected
some new officers to the Board of Directors. Our entire Board now consists of the following: Elaine Sunde, President; Ann Boll, Temporary Vice President; Jim Scharnhorst,
Treasurer; Twila Brown, Secretary; and Julia Langel, Librarian. Hopefully, next newsletter we will have a picture of all of them so you will recognize them each time you see
them when you are at Midwest to do research. (Or to just go visit and talk, which is fun
also! OR, volunteer and lend a hand in some project that needs done.)

Love to Research? Volunteer at the Library!
We get a lot of requests at the library for research help. Some are simple requests to
copy obituaries or probate records, and some are requests to do more extensive research
on a person or family. We would love to have more volunteers to help fulfill these requests! We are developing some templates and lists to help make the research easier, so
you don’t have to be a Sedgwick County expert or have lots of time available. Please
email Julia, the Librarian, at library@mhgswichita.org, or stop by the library to find
out more.

Important Messaage from Midwest to Members
Some of you may have received an odd email that appeared to have come from MHGS.
It did not. As far as we can tell, someone hacked the email account of someone (not us)
who had our email address in their address book and sent out spam. We would not, of
course, have ever approved a message like that. Legitimate messages from MHGS will
be about genealogy and the society, and we strive to use complete sentences and correct
spelling.
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events
Board Meeting. Saturday, May 9 @ 10:30am.
Genealogy DNA SIG. Saturday, May 9 @ 1pm to 2pm. Led by Paul Renner Smith.
Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion group uses
the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different
tests are available and where.
Learn to use the MHGS Library Catalog. Saturday, May 16 @ 10am. Our Librarian, Julia Langel
will demonstrate how to research in the new online MHGS library catalog. We will cover searching for
books of interest, printing out a list of books to look for at the library, and how the online resources work.
Everyone is welcome! This should be really interesting and informative! Plan to attend!

Daughters of the American Revolution SIG. Saturday, May 16 @ 1pm to 2pm. Led by Sandi Bush,
Lucille Williams, and Susan Newman. Do you have ancestors who served in the American Revolution,
either in a military unit or by providing service in another way? We can help you with the application
process, show you what records you need to qualify, and give you all the details.
Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, May 23 @ 1pm. Led by Jozel Smith Eckels. Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on African-Americans. This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family stories that we have been given. We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of discovering and understanding your family history.
Check our website at mhgswichita.org periodically for program information.

Latest Additions to the Library
The Johnson County Kansas Geanologist
The Tree Tracers
Delaware County Family Trails
The LeFlore County Heritage
Oklahoma Genealogical Society Quarterly
Blair County Genealogical Society Newsletter
Footprints
The Alamo: an illustrated history
History town of Isle La Motte Vermont: an account of the discovery settlement & interesting events
Yakima Valley Genealogical Society Bulletin
The history of ships
World War II: a 0th anniversary history
Warships and Naval Battles of the Civil War
The battlefields of the Civil War
Before Antietam: the battle for South Mountain
Modern Combat and Commercial Aircraft
The Rev. Jacob Stucky Family Record 1824 - 1953
The Jacob Strausz Sr. Family Record 1859 - 1948
The Peter Graber family record 1839 - 1948
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MHGS Food Policy
The MHGS building serves many purposes — library, archives, meeting room, gathering space. To accommodate
all these needs, the MHGS Board of Directors has established this policy for food and drinks in the building:
1) Put your drinks in covered, non-spill containers.
2) Wash your hands after eating and before handling library materials.
3) Do not eat while using library materials. Use good judgment about eating near others who are using library materials.
4) Take your food trash with you. It is your responsibility to ensure that no food trash remains in the building
overnight.

Book Review—Elements of Genealogical Analysis
Dick Eastman wrote about this book in his daily newsletter and although it isn’t currently in my personal library, I will be ordering it from New England Historic Genealogical Society. I like to add books to my library that
I feel will help me not only in my research but in my writing of my family histories. Since I am currently writing
my Williams family history (and have 160+ pages so far) I want to do this right, so I can use all the help I can find.
This book is by Robert Charles Anderson who is the author of the Great Migration Study Project and other
books concerning the Pilgram migration and the Winthrop Fleet to Massachusetts. He also presented a webinar
which I took and he is probably the most knowledgeable person I know of in the topics he covers.
Eastman said that Mr. Anderson “prefaces his book with his two fundamental rules of genealogy: 1) all statements must be based only on accurately reported, carefully documented, and exhaustively analyzed records; and 2)
You must have a sound, explicit reason for saying that any two individual records refer to the same person.” The
first section of this book, Analytic Tools, “examines source analysis, record analysis, and linkage analysis. The
second section, Problem-Solving Sequence, studies problem selection, problem analysis, data collection synthesis,
and problem resolution.”
This may all sound boring and too analytical to be interesting, but this is the type of information I look for when
I am wanting to do a project correctly. He explains things directly and clearly and uses lots of examples.
If you would like to check this book out to see what it is all about, you can do so by going to the NEHGS website at americanancestors.org and check it out there. If you are a member of NEHGS you receive a discount on
all books you purchase.

Some important things to remember:
Amazon Smile: You order items on Amazon.com and Midwest reaps the benefits by way of a donation.
MHGS Facebook Page: Go to facebook.com/mhgswichita and “like” us.

2014-2015 Board of Directors
President: Elaine Sunde (president@mhgswichita.org)
Vice President: Ann Boll (programs@mhgswichita.org)
Treasurer: Jim Scharnhost (treasurer@mhgswichita.org)
Secretary: Twila Brown (secretary@mhgswichita.org)
Librarians: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org)

Committee Chairs
Alert Editor: Lucille Williams
Building & Grounds: Open
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock
Publicity: Francene Sharp
Register Editor: Ann Boll
Membership: Beverly Jackson
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May Calendar of Events
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm
Board Meeting
Saturday, May 9 @ 10:30 am

Afro-American SIG
Saturday, May 23 @ 1pm
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels
Call 316-264-3611 for information or
to check on library closings.

Genealogy DNA SIG
Saturday, May 9 @ 1pm
Led by Paul Renner Smith
Learn to use the MHGS Library Catalog
Saturday, May 16 @ 10am
Led by Julia Langel
DAR SIG
Saturday, May 16 @ 1pm
Led by Sandi Bush, Lucille Williams, and
Susan Newman

Genealogy Humor
After 30 days unclaimed ancestors will be
adopted.
I’m searching for myself; Have you seen
me?
I looked into my family tree and found out
I was a sap.

