
 
    

1203 N. Main, 

P.O. Box 1121 

Wichita, KS 67201 

316-264-3611 

***** 

Established 1966 

***** 

Library Hours: 

Tuesday & Saturday 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Email: 

info@mhgswichita.org 

Online Alert: 

go to website>publications 

>Alert 

October  2014 Volume 36 Number 7 

 

Editor: Lucille Williams 

Inside This     

Issue: 

    Upcoming            
Programs           

p. 2 

      White Chapel 
Project continued           

p. 2  

    1924 News  

Article    p.3 

 Amazon Smile           
Reminder          

p.3 

           

Calendar of 
Events                 

p. 4 

MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

 White Chapel Cemetery Documentation Project 

 Cemeteries.  There’s hardly anything a genealogist likes better, is there?  

Cemetery documentation, either on paper or on the web, is among the most fre-

quently consulted resources genealogists use.  There’s been a lot of great work 

done in Sedgwick County to document our cemeteries, and everyone doing re-

search in the county is grateful! 

 But it’s not done.  Cemeteries are constantly growing, so indexes are out 

of date the day after they’re printed.  Websites like Find-A-Grave and Billion-

Graves are leading people to expect photographs as well as indexes. 

 We thought it might be fun to get involved as a society in the effort to 

document our Sedgwick County cemeteries online.  For our first cemetery docu-

mentation project, we’ve chosen to work on White Chapel Cemetery at Oliver 

and 17th Street, using the BillionGraves website. 

 Why BillionGraves?  We have several reasons.  First, we like the fact that 

the BillionGraves website relies heavily on GPS, which means that every time  

you find a record for a particular grave marker, you will see it on a map of the 

cemetery, making it much easier to find.  Second, we like the way they’ve imple-

mented their app, making taking photos at the cemetery very easy.  Third, we like 

the way that they’ve separated the process of taking the photos from the step of 

transcribing the photos for the searchable index, and make it easy for different 

people to do each step.  And, finally we like the fact that the simple existence of 

BillionGraves might encourage Ancestry.com to keep their promises to keep 

Find-A-Grave free and well-maintained. (Because, of course, we also love Find-

A-Grave!) 

 Our plan is to meet regularly at the cemetery to take photos, starting on 

Monday, October 6, at 10 AM.  To take photos you will need a smart phone or 

tablet with a camera.  Download the BillionGraves app before you come; we can 

show you how to use it once you get to the cemetery.  We’ll pick a section to 

work on and start to work.  You can take pictures for 30 minutes or all day, what-

ever you like.  When most of the group wants to stop, we may stop somewhere 

for snacks, then head to the library to use the wifi to upload the photos to Billion-

Graves (of course, you can go home and use your own wifi, if you’d rather.) 

 (continued on page 2)        
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events 

 
White Chapel Cemetery Project.  Tuesday, October 6 at 10 am.  Meet at the cemetery at Oliver and 

17th.  Just look for the rest of the group. 

 

Board Meeting.  Saturday, October 11 @ 10:30am. 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, October 11 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul 

Renner Smith. 

Discover the latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion group uses 

the newest information available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different 

tests are available and where. 

 

Exploring Ancestry.com.  Saturday, October 18 @ 10am to 11am. Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  What are 

you really paying for? What is available for free? How do you make corrections to transcribing errors? 

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, October 18 at 1pm.   Led 

by Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  Do  you have ancestors who served in the American Revolution, 

either in a military unit or by providing service in another way?  We can help you with the application 

process, show you what records you need to qualify, and give you all the details.  Sandi is currently Reg-

istrar for a DAR chapter and has served in that capacity for nine years assisting prospective members 

with their entire application process.  Lucille has served as a Chapter Regent for four years, as a State 

DAR Committee Chairman for three years, and has attended a two-day workshop in Norman, Oklahoma, 

to be qualified as a National DAR Volunteer Genealogist. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, October 25  at 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels. 

Interest Group encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on Afro-

Americans. This informal group will seek to learn more of the history and factors within the family sto-

ries that we have been given. We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of dis-

covering and understanding your family history. The discussions will include a variety of methods, in-

cluding exploring public records, interviewing older relatives and preserving information. 

 

 

Reservations requested for all classes.  Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations. 

Check our website at http://www.mhgswichita.org periodically for program information. 

(continued from page 1) 

 Once the photos are on BillionGraves, anyone with a BillionGraves account can transcribe them for the 

index.  Prefer to do your genealogy volunteering in your pjs at 2am?   Fire up the BillionGraves website and 

transfer our White Chapel photos—now you’re part of the team, as well! 

 And what about Find-A-Grave?  Our first priority is to get the whole cemetery done in BillionGraves, 

but we have members who are going to be working on the White Chapel section of Find-A-Grave as well, so we 

hope that when we’re all done, both cemeteries are completely documented on both sites.  We’ll also probably 

be backing up our photos, so if both sites go out of business in the future, we will still have a complete set at the 

library.         ~Paul, Jim, and Julia 
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President:  Elaine Sunde  (president@mhgswichita.org) 
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Secretary:   Paul Renner Smith (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 
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Local Man Lived on Lincoln Farm 
(Taken from the Fort Scott, Kansas, Tribune Newspaper of Tuesday Evening, February 12, 1924.) 

 “Since today, February 12, is the birthday of Abraham Lincoln, and the great civil war president is again 

brought to the minds of all Americans, it is interesting to know that A. E. Shaw, who lives on Route No. 6, near 

Hammond, for a time lived on the old Lincoln farm 16 miles northeast of Springfield, Ill. 

 “Mr. Shaw has loaned the Tribune an old picture of the Lincoln cabin.  The accompanying picture is a 

rather crude, chalk-plate reproduction.  The picture is almost too dark to show up well in halftone, and so it was 

thought best to make an effort at reproducing it in a line drawing. 

 “In 1877 Mr. Shaw’s father, Robert W. Shaw, with his family moved onto the farm and lived there two 

years. 

 “The old cabin which was Lincoln’s home was at that time used by Mr. Shaw as a barn. 

 “At the east end of the cabin, which faces to the north, was the well, with curb, trough, bucket, and wind-

lass.  At the east end was a corn crib with hay above. 

 “One day an east-bound train from Springfield stopped here, and two young men stepped down.  They 

took the picture here reproduced and returned to Springfield on the next train.  Then they took a picture of the Lin-

coln monument.  Copies of pictures of the old cabin and the monument were affixed, side by side, to a cardboard, 

and sent to Mr. Shaw.  These pictures have always been very highly prized by the family. 

 “On the day that the young men took the picture, the old rail fence was torn down to afford a better view, 

and a few of the rails can be seen in the picture. 

 “The photographers stood on the railroad track. 

 “The entire farm was fenced and cross-fenced with rails which Lincoln had 

himself helped to make. 

 “A creek ran south of the cabin, and across the creek was the dwelling 

house. 

 “Mr. Shaw moved from this place to Decatur County, Kas., traveling by 

covered wagon—the generally accepted way in those days. 

 “A. E. Shaw was a boy of six or seven at the time the family lived on the 

Lincoln farm, and remembers a great deal about the place. 

 “One of his sisters, who now lives near Topeka, was born there.” 

 

( furnished by Lucille Williams (Arthur Edmund Shaw was my maternal grandfa-

ther and Robert William Shaw was my great grandfather .)   

Two More Items of Interest 
1.  October is Family History Month so a good way to celebrate this month would be to come to the MHGS library 

and really knuckle down and do a lot of research with our books, periodicals, maps, and records. Happy Searching! 

2.  Don’t forget to check out our Amazon Smile project as a way of donating to MHGS.  Just click on the icon on 

our web page and it will take you to Amazon.com. 



Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1121 
Wichita, KS  67201 
 
Change Service Requested 

MHGS 

 

October 2014  Calendar of Events 
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
White Chapel Cemetery Project 

Monday, October 6 @ 10am 
Meet at cemetery at Oliver and 17th. 

 
Board Meeting 

Saturday, October 11@ 10:30am 
 

Genealogy DNA SIG 
Saturday, October 11 @ 1pm 
Led by Paul Renner Smith 

 
Exploring Ancestry 

Saturday, October 18 @ 10am-11am 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
 

 
Daughters of the American Revolution 

Special Interest Group 
Saturday, October 18 @ 1pm 

 
Afro-American Special Interest Group 

Saturday, October 25 @ 1pm 
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 

 
Reservations requested for ALL classes. 
Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations. 

 
 


