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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.
Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to
help you with your research and answer questions. We
have yearly memberships and non-members can do
research for a fee. (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:
http://mhgswichita.org

What Secrets are Buried Here? By MHGS President Elaine Sunde

As family historians, most (all?) of us have trekked through our share of cemeteries. It
is difficult to explain to our non-genealogically-inclined friends just why this activity is
so compelling. But it is! And so I would like to share one, most memorable, cemetery.

Over a 15 year period, nine children were born to my 3rd-Great grandparents, Dr. John
and Nancy (Reddington) Brooks. During those same years, they buried five of those chil-
dren. This dreadful record of life and death is all too familiar as we explore our early
family roots.

A few years ago, I visited the village of Newfane, Vermont, where the Brooks family
lived from 1807 to 1809. I believed that three of the children were buried in the cemetery
on the village green. The Town Clerk confirmed that the two sons were to be found
there: John, who died after two weeks of life, on August 15, 1811; and Sidney, who died
at age three, on December 14, 1813. But where was the baby girl, Nancy, who had lived
less than a month, dying on February 6, 1813?

My (good sport) husband and I began the search, starting at opposite ends. Moving
slowly through the beautiful old burial ground, we peered closely at the worn stones, one
by one, then row by row. Eventually, we met in the middle. Not only was Nancy missing,
but we could not find John or Sidney either.

With the sun going down in the west, we were resigned to finding only “paper proofs.”
We would, I agreed, leave in the morning without finding the graves.

But when the sun rose, my (now determined) husband suggested that we try once more.
So we returned to the village green, now bathed in the early morning sun, and again be-
gan our search.

Within moments, my husband gave a shout. I was amazed to see him holding a small
worn gravestone in his hands. It seems that with light from the east, the inscription was
now readable. And since the stone was tilted forward, he had held it as he leaned under to
read. The entire stone then came up in his hands, including the lower eight inches that
had been long-buried under the ground. It read:

Sidney R. Brooks, son of John & Nancy Brooks, died Dec. 14, 1813, in the 3rd year of his age.

The infant brother, aged 2 weeks, & sister, aged 3 weeks, rest by his side.

And at the very bottom:

Thus are we bereaved.
We had found them all. Together. And as I read that final line, I suddenly realize tthat
we were standing exactly where Nancy and John, in their grief, had stood almost a cen-
tury earlier. We stood a long time, adding our grief to the place.
When we replaced the stone, the identification of all three children is now visible. The
final line, however, is once again below the ground. But it is there. And will remain, both
in Newfane and in my memory.  (See accompanying photo on page 2.)
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Upcoming Programs
Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, June 28 at 1pm. Led by Jozel Smith Eckels. Interest Group
encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on Afro-Americans. This informal
group will seek to learn more of the history and factors within the family stories that we have been given. We will
demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of discovering and understanding your family history.
The discussions will include a variety of methods, including exploring public records, interviewing older relatives
and preserving information.

Library Closed Saturday July 5th for Independence Day Holiday.

Board Meeting, Saturday July 12 at 10:30 am.

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group. Saturday, July 12 at 1pm. Led by Paul Renner Smith. Discover the
latest news in the field of Genealogical DNA study. This informed discussion group uses the newest information

available to learn what DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different tests are available and where.

Exploring Ancestry.com. Saturday, July 19 at 10am to 11am. Led by Jim Scharnhorst. What are you really
paying for? What is available for free? How do you make corrections to transcribing errors?

Caldwell, Kansas, “The Wicked Border Queen” Saturday, July 26 at 10am to 11am. Come and listen to Rod
Cook tell tales of the Wicked Border Queen, the city of Caldwell, Kansas. During it’s cowtown period, Caldwell
boasted of having more law enforcement officers murdered than any of it’s more famous competition. We will hear
stories of the violent history of the saloons, gambling dens, and brothels of this “child of the Chisholm Trail.”
Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, July 26 at 1pm to 2pm. Led by Jozel Smith Eckels

Reservations requested for all classes. Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations.

Ro Julia’s Latest List of Additions to the Library
; _ s 4 21 | Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, West New Jersey & Dela
o : N J : ware 1630-1707 [rep]

< e, White Co., Illinois: A Pictorial History

: f»“ 9 5 Ji ' White Co., Illinois: History and Family

'-7},}!, _. Map of White County, Illinois [¢ 1995]
N 1 History of Kiowa, Old & New, on the Cowboy-Indian Frontier
5 “/),,,n " - U=t W@ll@ams New§letter (1986-1992)

”f" ¥ Williams Family Groups, Vol. 1
' Williams Family Groups, Vol. 2
'é Y / Williams Family Groups, Vol. 3
Haven, KS 1886-1986, Vol. 2: Businesses & Organizations
History of Grant Co., Kansas [reprint]
People from Beloit Area History in Elmwood Cemtery...Beloit,

Mitchell Co.

A e : Sharing the Best from our Nest [Cookbook]
' Cowley Co., KS, Early Days Residents 21 & Over, Vol. 2

Portraits from North American Indian Life
Photo from Newfane, Vermont, cemetery The House of Taylor
Sidney, John, and Nancy Brooks Centralian 1941

Jacksboro, Texas, 1875-1975
Wright Family Pedigree Charts
(List continued at top of page 3)

Bt
; Jl‘:? ‘Eal 4

; AL " L
.I"r;,a /);_ W 1 W
7 £ s

\ .\"’- i




J

Volume 36 Number 4 Page 3

(List of books continued)

DNA and Family History: How Genetic Testing Can Advance Your Genealogical Research
DNA and Genealogy

Deep Ancestry: Inside the Genographic Project

DNA USA: A Genetic Portrait of America

Finding Family: My Search for Roots and the Secrets in My DNA

Ship Island, Mississippi: Rosters and History of the Civil War Prison

Footprints (Tarrant Co., TX) Volume 56, Numbers 1-4

Eswau Huppeday, Volume 33, Numbers 1-4

Black Gotham: A Family History of African Americans in 19th-Century New York
Brownlee and Smith and Related Families. ..

Sunflower 2013

Buffalo Chip Volume 36, Numbers 1-4

The Settlement of Windsor, Connecticut

Before There Were Germans: Augusta’s Anglo-American Settlers

Why They Left: German Immigration from Prussia to Missouri

How They Came: German Immigration from Prussia to Missouri

Harper County Connections Volume 19 (2013)

The Johnson County Kansas Genealogist, Volume 41 (2013)
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Reminder of fundraiser for MHGS!

MHGS has started receiving funds from Amazon Smile, our new fundraising program. If you

haven’t participated yet and want to learn how, go to our website at: http:// A A
www.mhgswichita.org and click on Amazon Smile. It will take you there. N~

Important Message
If something should happen to a member of MHGS that you know personally, it would be a great help if
you could please contact MHGS President Elaine Sunde at president@mhgswichita.org so we can take
the appropriate action. (EX: the death of a member.) Thanks.

2014-2015 Board of Directors
President: Elaine Sunde (president@mhgswichita.org)
Vice President: Jim Scharnhorst (programs@mhgswichita.org)
Treasurer: Janet Sherman (treasurer@mhgswichita.org)
Secretary: Paul Renner Smith (secretary@mhgswichita.org)
Librarians: Julia Langel (library@mhgswichita.org)

Committee Chairs
Alert Editor: Lucille Williams
Building & Grounds: Roy Hughes
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock
Publicity: Francene Sharp
Register Editor: Ann Boll
Membership: Beverly Jackson
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Afro-American Special Interest Group
Saturday, June 28 at 1-2pm
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels

July 2014 Calendar of Events
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm

Library Closed July 5 for Independence
Day Holiday

Board Meeting
Saturday, July 12 at 10:30am to 12:00pm

Genealogical DNA Special Interest Group
Saturday, July 12 at Ipm to 2pm
Led by Paul Renner Smith

Exploring Ancestry.com
Saturday, July 19 at 10am to 12pm
Led by Jim Scharnhorst

Caldwell, Kansas
“The Wicked Border Queen”
Saturday, July 26 at 10am
Led by Rod Cook

Afro-American Special Interest Group
Saturday, July 26 at 1pm
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels

Reservations requested for ALL classes.
Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations.




