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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs        
. 

MHGS President’s 2013 Annual Report—By Roy Hughes 
     I’m winding up my term as MHGS President and hope that you will attend the 

March 8 Annual Membership meeting and show your support the next MHGS Presi-

dent, Elaine Sunde. 

     In writing this piece my initial approach was to do a “year-in-review”. But then I 

started to think about why I’m involved with MHGS. The reason is that I believe that 

history is important whether it’s Wichita’s, my family’s or that of Pottawatomie Center, 

the one room schoolhouse I attended.  That is, our history is important at all levels and 

MHGS is an organization that can help in preserving and making it available especially 

at the local and family level. And this means that although I no longer expect to be an 

MHGS Board member I will stay involved as a MHGS volunteer and financial sup-

porter.  

     My commitment to MHGS is a general belief in the value of preserving history and 

does not come from a long family history in south central Kansas. In fact I have only 

been here since 1999 and the only other Hughes that lived in this area was my great 

grandfather who lived in Sumner County briefly in the late 1870’s. I have financially 

supported societies in my ancestor’s resident counties, but being able to help MHGS out 

on a personal level is more rewarding. Also I enjoy the camaraderie and companionship 

at the Library. 

     When it comes to helping MHGS, I have my own MHGS member hall-of-fame. 

These are individuals who have given far more than most of us could even contemplate 

and includes: Donna Woods, MHGS longtime Librarian/Educator who was a single 

mother of three who gave almost every waking hour to the MHGS Library; Jean and 

Keve Wooten who, over many years, have always “showed up”, whether  single hand-

edly keeping the Library open two days a week one summer or setting up for bingo; and 

Bill and Teresa Pennington whose ongoing work with obituaries and marriage certifi-

cates provides  significant, steady income for MHGS.    (continued on page 2) 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

2014 MHGS Annual Meeting 
March 8, 2014 at 11:00 am 

Please save the date for your Annual Meeting at Midwest.  We must have a quorum in 

order to do business on two major issues, a vote on proposed changes to the Bylaws and 

the election of officers. We also will discuss the current financial and operational condi-

tions of the society and present plans for the upcoming year. See You March 8. 
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Upcoming Programs 
Wichita’s Oil Well in Midtown.  Saturday, March 1 at 10am.  Presented by Larry Skelton, well-known 

geologist and local historian.  The well was located around 15th and North Market, drilled by the City.  

Skelton will tell of the impact on city development along with politics of the day.  Program is free and 

open to the public. 

 

MHGS Annual Meeting.  Saturday, March 8 at 11am.  Library will be closed for research during 

the Annual Meeting. 

 

Exploring Ancestry.com.  Saturday, March 15 at 10am to 12pm.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, March 22 at 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Jozel Smith 

Eckels. 

 

A Conversation With Charlie.  Saturday, April 5 @ 10am to 11am.    Charlie Whitworth, Wichita his-

torian and well-known personality will led an Open Forum focusing on the “History of the North Side.”  

Charlie plans to start with a discussion of the poem “Cinnamon Summer” followed by highlights of the 

North Side Cattle Industry, the Livestock Exchange Building, the Stockyards and the Street Car.  Bring 

your own knowledge to share. 

 

Board Meeting, Saturday, April 12 at 10:30 to 12:30 

 

Exploring Ancestry.com.  Saturday, April 19 at 10am to 12pm.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst. 

 

Go to the MHGS Calendar at www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs for more complete class descriptions. 

Reservations requested for all classes.  Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations. 

(continued from page 1) 

As you know MHGS is a 100% volunteer organization. Although I have not done an analysis I would guess that 30% 

of the current MHGS membership are active volunteers, and another 30% have volunteered at some previous period. 

This is a commendable record. The rub comes in though when the MHGS membership declines, as it has over the 

past few years. The result is a smaller “pool” of members to fill in the empty slots on the Board, on Committees, as 

Library Assistants. It has the effect of everyone having help more. 

     I have had a great team to work with on the MHGS Board and the Committees. A few of them are also leaving 

their posts. 

        Helen Burt, who is one of the longer serving Board members, worked diligently to recruit volunteers and      

        Brought many ideas to the Board for consideration. 

 

        Dan Anderson refreshed Programs and brought a steady stream of high quality programs on almost a weekly  

        basis, with many presented by local enthusiasts with a unique knowledge of local Wichita history and genealogy. 

 

        Vince Marshall groomed the grounds and solved numerous maintenance issues — and cleared the recent snow 

        from the parking lot/walkways.  

I am fortunate to have had the opportunity to meet, correspond with and work with many MHGS member during the 

past dozen years although most of the “fun” began as Program Chair on April 8, 2006. 

 

I’ll see you at the Library.       ~Roy Hughes 
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2013-2014 Board of Directors 

President:  Roy Hughes     (barnstall@cox.net) 

1st VP (Volunteers):   (Open)  

2nd VP (Programs):  Dan Anderson             

  (dan_anderson50@hotmail.com) 

3rd VP (Ways & Means):     (Open)                                       

Treasurer:  Janet Sherman      (janet-sherman@sbcglobal.net) 

Secretary:  Elaine Sunde         (Elaine@sunde3.com) 

Librarians:  Julia Langel  (genealogy@julialangel.com) 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds: Vincent Marshall  

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  

Webmaster: Helen Bortz       
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Upcoming Kansas Genealogical Event 
42nd Annual Conference 

Co-Hosted by the Kansas Historical Society 

Saturday, April 26th, 2014 
Registration:  Is open to the public. Registration includes a syllabus and handouts.  If you registr and are unable to 

attend, TGS will mail your syllabus. Your registration WILL NOT be refunded. Advance registration must be  

received by April 15, 2014.  Walk-in registrations will be accepted the day of the event. 

Meals:  Cara’s Cup (formerly PT’s Coffee) will be offering coffee and pastries for sale in the morning. Optional 

box lunches will be available. Although some extra lunches will be available for sale at the conference, pre-order 

and pre-payment for your choice will help us to estimate quantities and will guarantee that your choice of meals is 

available for you (see registration form for details).  A list of off-site lunch options will also be available at the con-

ference.  

Special Notes:  For your comfort, please bring a jacket or light sweater. You may also wish to bring note-taking 

materials. 

Vendor Displays, Door Prizes, etc:  All conference registrants will be entered in drawing for door prizes.  Raffle 

tickets will be available for purchase to enter drawing for genealogical gift baskets. Various vendors and non-profit 

organizations have been solicited and may be present at the conference.  Vendor registration forms and information 

are available on the TGS website, www.tgstopeka.org/cpage.php?pt=9 

Questions:  Write or call the TGS Library at 785-233-5762, or email at president1@tgstopeka.org. for informa-

tion and registration forms.  Registration form has session times and titles of sessions. 

The Road Less Traveled:  Finding Genealogical Clues in Often-Overlooked Sources 

Featured Speaker:  Curt B. Witcher 

Curt B. Witcher is the Senior Manager for Special Collections at the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana, where he manages The Genealogy Center.  He is a former president of both the Federation of Genealogical 

Societies and the National Genealogical Society, and is the founding president of the Indiana Genealogical Society. 

He is the coeditor of the 1987 through 2013 editions of the Periodical Source Index, the largest and most compre-

hensive subject index to historical and genealogical periodical literature.  He was a research consultant for the PBS 

Series, Ancestors, and has authored hundreds of articles for genealogical periodicals as well as the book African– 

American Genealogy: A Bibliography and Guide to Sources.  Among his many awards and recognitions, Curt was 

honored in May of 2007 with the National Genealogical Society’s P. William Filby award for outstanding lifetime 

contributions to genealogical librarianship. 

 

Send registration & payment to Topeka Genealogical Society, POBox  4048, Topeka, KS 66604-0048. 

Call or email with  any questions and for your registration form with lunch information and all details. 

Remember this Important Message as it is a fundraiser for MHGS! 
MHGS has started participating in Amazon Smile, a new fundraising program.  To learn how to help, and to get 

more information, go to our website at:  http://www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs/  or  our Facebook page at   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midwest-Historical-Genealogical-Society/132888437350 
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March 2014 Calendar of Events 

Open Tues. & Sat. 9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Wichita’s Oil Well in Midtown 
Saturday, March 1 at 10am 
Presented by Larry Skelton 

 
MHGS Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 8 at 11am 
(Library closed to research during meeting) 

 
Exploring Ancestry.com 

Saturday, March 15 @ 10am to 12pm 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
Afro-American Special Interest Group 

Saturday, March 22 @ 1pm to 2pm 
Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 

 

 
April 2014 Calendar of Events 
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

 
A Conversation with Charlie 

Saturday, April 5 at 10am to 11am 
Led by Charlie Whitworth 

 
Exploring Ancestry.com 

Saturday, April 19 at 10am to 12pm 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
Reservations requested for ALL classes. 
Call 316-264-3611 to make reservation. 
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