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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs        
. 

Julia’s April Library Updates 
     Julia is done renumbering the Kansas books; they are now separated by county.  She 

has cleaned out several obsolete volumes, along with some fiction, poetry, and misfiled 

books.  Next up — the Kansas periodicals. 

     We have a new book category, R-680, for DNA and genetics. There are a handful of 

books in it already, which should help when we get the DNA SIG going. 

     We’ve also had several nice donations. If you know anyone with Bean/Beene/Beane 

folks, send them in — we’ve got multi-year runs of two family magazines.  Also, some-

one donated about 30 years of Wichita phone books. 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

A Case Study:  Alice Anna (West) Clark     ~by MHGS Member Sandi Bush   

     Alice was the last of my grandparents that I turned to, in my genealogical research, to 

learn more about. She was the last because I really didn’t think I would find much with-

out extreme difficulty. I was not very close to her or my paternal grandfather, James 

Henry Clark. But I do remember when I was a child, Alice telling me that she had been 

kidnapped by “a man named West” and was raised by “a man named Fox.” She also 

claimed that this event was written about in the local newspaper at the time. 

     When I was a teenager, doing a family history report in high school, I asked all of my 

grandparents for information regarding their families. As I started researching my family 

again about ten years ago, I ran across the information Alice had given me, written in my 

own hand. She was born July 23, 1907, and she had given her mother’s name as Pearl 

Gertrude McNeil, and Pearl’s parents, William and Sarah Ann (Shipman) McNeil, but no 

father’s name. Was it Fox or West? I realized then that she had never told me her maiden 

name. 

     I had much more information about my mother’s (Lucille Williams) family and my 

father’s Clark family, so for a few years, I ignored Alice because I was puzzled as to how 

and where to even begin.  

     When I finally decided to research her line, I realized the best place to begin would  

be her Social Security application, knowing she would have listed her parents’ names. 

On that application, Alice had given Pearl Gertrude McNeil as her mother and Jay Allen 

West as her father. There was the “man named West!” But she had said that he kid-

napped her from someone else. Why would her father kidnap her? So, the question re-

mained in my mind—was her father really West or Fox? Or did she have the names 

turned around?      (continued on page 3) 
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Upcoming Programs 
Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, April 26 at 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Jozel  Smith 

Eckels. 

 

“Summertime in 1870s Wichita, Kansas”   Saturday, May 3 at 10am.  MHGS will combine with Old 

Cowtown Museum presenting ideas for you, your family, and/or organization the possibilities of volun-

teering a few hours, learning what it was like to really live in the 1870s in “your neighborhood.”  Learn a 

trade (blacksmithing, woodworking?), play games, cook in one of the many homes, use the washboard, 

sell foods or play the piano in the saloon, visit with people from other countries,—the opportunities are 

endless!  Of course, the MHGS Library can always keep volunteers busy, also! 

 

Board Meeting. Saturday, May 10 at 10:30am. 

 

Genealogical DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, May 10 @ 1pm.   

 

Exploring Ancestry.com.  Saturday, May 17 @ 10am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst. 

 

LIBRARY CLOSED.  SATURDAY, MAY 24 FOR MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, May 31 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels. 

 

DAR Workshop.  Saturday, June 7 @ 1pm.  This workshop will be led by three current DAR mem-

bers—Sandi Bush, Susan Newman, and Lucille Williams.  The workshop is for anyone who is interested 

in joining the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and needs to know how to do the research.  

To find out what is required for membership and how the application process works make plans to attend.  

There are six DAR chapters in Wichita and if you are already working with one of the chapters on your 

application process you are welcome to attend and get help with your research if you want.  It would be a 

good idea to call Midwest and let them know you plan to attend so we will know how many to plan for 

and have enough copies for handouts.  All classes at Midwest are free.  Call 264-3611 to make a reserva-

tion.   

 

Reservations requested for all classes.  Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations. 

Native Grass and Wildflower Project 
Vince Marshall, with help from Roy Hughes has been busily putting in a wildflower and native grass area at Mid-

west north of the parking lot.  Sedgwick County Extension was first consulted and the soil was tested.  Besides na-

tive grasses some of the flowers are: Black-eyed Susan, Blanket flower, Blue and scarlet flax, cornflowers, poppy, 

Dames Rocket, Evening Primrose, Coreopsis, lemon mint, Mexican hat, Shasta daisy, yarrow, and purple prairie 

clover.   If we can just get some rain now we should have a very pretty native grass and wildflower area that will be 

a great addition to our site and should be very attractive.  As soon as everything starts growing  everyone should 

check it out.  Thanks to our guys, and especially Vince, for their hard work getting this done. 

Remember this Important Message as it is a fundraiser for MHGS! 
MHGS has started participating in Amazon Smile, a new fundraising program.  To learn how to 

help, and to get more information, go to our website at:  http://www.skyways.org/genweb/

mhgs/  or  our Facebook page at   https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midwest-Historical-

Genealogical-Society/132888437350 
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2014-2015 Board of Directors 

President:  Elaine Sunde      (Elaine@sunde3.com) 

Vice President:  Jim Scharrnhorst (jrscharnhorst@yahoo.com)  

Treasurer:  Janet Sherman      (janet-sherman@sbcglobal.net) 

Secretary:   Paul Smith  (rennersmith@yahoo.com) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (genealogy@julialangel.com) 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds:    (Open)  

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  
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(A Case Study continued from page 1) 

     I next turned to the 1920 U.S. Federal Census for Bourbon County, Kansas. Alice was born in Bourbon 

County, and had lived most of her life there, until her husband, James Henry Clark, died in 1985.  In the index, I 

did not find a Jay West, but I did find a James West.  I looked him up on the microfilm just to see if that would 

have been Jay or not, but James was listed as a widower with two sons, Isaac, 17, and William, 16.  No daughter 

or wife.  Next I tried looking for William McNeil, Pearl’s father.  There were no McNeils to be found in the 

county. They had apparently all moved away by 1920. 

     I backed up to the 1900 U.S. Federal Census for Bourbon County, Kansas, and there I found a Jay West living 

with his parents, John and Nancy (Gall) West.  He was the oldest child of the family and not yet married.  I also 

found William and Sarah McNeil with a daughter named Gertie, who was the appropriate age for Pearl, also sin-

gle.  I had found both of the people in question, now I needed to find them together.  I proceeded to the 1910 U.S. 

Federal Census for Bourbon County, Kansas, thinking that this would be fairly simple. 

     I found Jay West in the same place as the James West from the 1920 census, but again he was alone with two 

young sons, Isaac and Willie.  This time, he was listed as divorced, which in my understanding did not happen 

very often—most divorced people of that era indicated that they were widowed or single to avoid stigma.  Alice 

would have been three years old—where was she? 

     In the same census, I found a Gertie W. listed as single, living with her parents, William and Sarah McNeil.  

Again, she was the right age for Pearl.  But no 3-year-old daughter! 

     Now I began to seriously consider whether Alice was truthful in regard to her parentage.  But I still had ave-

nues  unexplored. 

     There was an orphanage in the early years of Fort Scott, the county seat of Bourbon County.  Looking again at 

the 1910 U.S. census, I found the listing for the orphanage, but there was no 3-year-old girl, nor a child name Al-

ice. 

     The State of Kansas held state censuses in years ending with a 5, from 1865 to 1925.  So I decided my next 

step would be to look for Jay and Pearl (or Gertie) West in 1905.  If they had been married, it would have been 

before 1905, as Isaac was born between 1902-1903, judging by his age on the 1910 and 1920 censuses.  Sure 

enough, I found them living next door to Jay’s parents, John and Nancy West.  So, I now knew they were married, 

and they were divorced prior to 1910.  But now, how to connect Alice to them? 

(The conclusion of this Case Study will be in the June issue of the Alert newsletter.) 

Doing Some Spring Cleaning? Your Trash Might Be Our Treasure! 
Midwest is always seeking donations to add to our extensive collection of research materials about Wichita, Sedg-

wick County, and Kansas.  What do we collect?  

Yearbooks, histories, cookbooks, newsletters, directories and photos— 

 

...from schools, colleges, churches, clubs, businesses, and teams 

 

...the older the better! 

 

You can drop off donations at our library at 1203 N Main on Tuesdays or Saturdays between 9am and 4pm. 

If you need us to pick something up, call us t (316) 264-3611 or email us at mhgs1121@aol.com.  We are a 

501(c)3 non-profit organization, and all donations are tax-deductible. 



Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1121 
Wichita, KS  67201 
 
Change Service Requested 

MHGS 

 
April-May 2014 Calendar of Events 

Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 
 

Afro-American Special Interest Group 
Saturday, April 26 at 1pm to 2pm 

Led by Jozel Smith Eckols 
 

Volunteering at Cowtown 
Saturday, May 3 at 10am to 11:30am 

 
Genealogical DNA Special Interest Group 

Saturday, May 10 @ 1pm 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst & Paul Smith 

 
Exploring Ancestry.com 

Saturday, May 17 @ 10am 
Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
 

 
Library Closed 

Saturday, May 24 for Holiday 
 

Afro-American Special Interest Group 
Saturday, May 31 @ 1pm 

Led by Jozel Smith Eckols 
 

DAR Workshop 
Saturday, June 7 @ 1pm 
Led by DAR members 

 
 
 
 
 

Reservations requested for ALL classes. 
Call 316-264-3611 to make reservation. 

 
 


