She Had a Dream
Mary Birdena Schultz was interested in her family history and
wanted to learn more about it. She was loaned a large number
of books by John Shimfessell before deciding she needed to talk
with others about the subject. A notice was published in the
Wichita Eagle and an announcement prepared for KFDI radio,
inviting anyone interested in genealogy to a discussion and
Mary’s dream began to become surreal. By March 1, 1966
Judge Kenneth C. Kimmel had worked up all the required paper
work and applied for a state charter with Ann R. Adams and
Mary Birdena Schultz as the other two incorporators. A charter
was issued March 3, 1966 to Midwest Genealogical Society, Inc.
and the 15 members met March 17, 1966, at 2215 South
Wichita, Wichita, KS, to adopt bylaws and elect the first slate of
officers, with Mary B. Schultz as President. “ The objects of the
Mary Birdena Schultz, Founder
Society shall be to collect, preserve and disseminate knowledge
and information with reference to genealogical and related historical biographical and heraldic data, and
in these fields to inculcate and promote interest in research, to stimulate and provide instruction in the
use of efficient mechanics and the adherence to scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in
research, to champion advanced ethical standards and to discourage and oppose incompetent and
disreputable practices or researchers, to foster careful documentation and otherwise promote scholarly
writings, and to issue publications.” April 14, 1966 it was decided to call the quarterly publication
Midwest Genealogical Register. The first edition went out as “NEWSLETTER”, Vol. I, No. 1 in June 1966
and by publication time for No. 3 a logo had been adopted for the cover – an outline map of the
Midwest with a shining star located as a pointer to Wichita. The Librarian, Pat Fineout, was in the
genealogy section of the Wichita City Library every Wednesday afternoon to assist any researcher who
needed help (discontinued in October 1967 but would go and help by appointment). In May of that year
the first standing rule of the society was adopted. That being: “The Midwest Genealogical Society, Inc.,
does not endorse or recommend any professional genealogists and the name of the society may not be
used to imply such endorsement.” Monthly meetings, on Thursday, were held in the Blue Room of
Southwest National Bank while the board of directors met monthly in the Board Room of Southwest
Federal Savings and Loan. By late 1966 the interest in the group had grown so that quarterly Saturday
meetings were added so individuals who worked might attend. The first dinner meeting of the society
was held November 18, 1966 at the YMCA with forty nine members and guests present.
Charter members were all who joined in that first year of operation with seventy one names on the
charter membership list by March 31, 1967. The first anniversary was celebrated with an all day
meeting held at Minesa Park shelter house. Within the next nine months membership had grown to
ninety and they had held two garage sales and sold Christmas cards to pay off the debt for the expense
of incorporating. Members of the group taught beginning classes in a room at Kansas State Bank. Mary
Schultz was awarded the opportunity to obtain genealogy books from a library in Manchester,

Oklahoma that was closing and from that collection
the group started their own library in the basement
recreation room of the home of David and Louise
Brehm at 2911 Rivera, Wichita, KS, paying them
$10 a month gratuity to assist in payment of their
utility bills (increased to $15 a month in July 1967).
Thirty three members and one guest were present
for the formal opening April 27, 1967. The Brehms
built book shelves and provided a copy machine.
Besides the annual membership fee each member had to pay 50 cents a year if they wanted to check
out books. From that day on, the society struggled to find enough volunteers to keep the library in
operation. Member’s pedigree charts were collected and a dinner meeting and white elephant auction
was held at Variety Theatre in Cowtown. It was decided that board meetings would be held in the
homes of board members rather than hunting available meeting rooms.

Growth and Expansion
March 16, 1968 the biennial election was held with Mrs. John F. (Vera) Brown being elected president at
a meeting held in the KG&E Hospitality Room. During that year it was decided to help purchase
microfilm of the 1880 Kansas Census and several of the 1875 Sedgwick County census films for the
Wichita City Library. The society library was exchanging quarterlies with 60 societies across the country.
Members of the society were collecting and indexing Bibles, Sedgwick County wills, marriages, and
Kansas Cemetery records.
September 17, 1969, with a membership that had grown to 178, an official invocation*, written by Mary
B. Schultz, was adopted. The library was only open on Tuesdays for use by members and 2 microfilm
readers and a 3M copy machine had been obtained. The librarian accepted 53 volumes of Wichita City
and Suburban Directories and reported 80 exchanges of quarterlies in 33 states.
*Dear heavenly Father, as the mighty oak tree stands before God and man, erect and strong, a symbol
of Thy power and glory, and of our quest; so may we stand for all that is honest and upright and true. As
the tree extends its sheltering branches, so may we extend a helping hand and an understanding heart.
Teach us to speak no unkind words and may we strive to avoid misunderstandings; realizing it is the
destructive winds of intolerance and the storms of harsh words, that devastate and mar the precious
beauty of the trees. Let us never cease to be grateful to our forefathers who, with deep faith and
courage, sacrificed so much to bring us the rich heritage that is ours today. Thank Thee, dear Father for
Thy guidance. May our organization continue to grow stronger through the years, with Thy hand of
approval upon our shoulder! This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The group planned an all day workshop for October 12, 1968 held at Park Villa and another held at
Edgemoor Recreation Center in November. Speakers were Dr. Ryjord, author of Kansas Place Names
and John Smith, the genealogist at Bethel College Library in North Newton. There were 221 people
registered which included attendees from Oklahoma and Nebraska. One year later a two day workshop

was planned with George B. Everton as the speaker. A “My Lost Ancestor Fun Night” was held with
everyone dressed in period costume and the group played “Truth or Consequences”.
Throughout 1969 and the 1970’s more workshops were held and primary funds came from holding
garage sales, bazaars, and book fairs. Members continued to teach beginning genealogy classes at the
Wichita City Library with average attendance of 50-60. Membership had grown by 33 by 1971 and a
request from the Library of Congress was received to provide copies of the Register for their collection.
It was reported that the surname index in the library contained 1739 names with 2533 people searching
those names. From the sale of pedigree charts, family group sheets and other blank forms Midwest
donated $70 for Kansas census film at the Wichita City Library. In April 1974, Midwest Genealogical
Society, Inc. became a charter member of Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies, Inc., with Vera
Brown being the delegate. A table and 2 chairs for the library were purchased with Betty Crocker
coupons. September 13, 1975 a committee was appointed to study possible locations to move the
library into. May 1, 1976 an agreement was signed
with First Salem United Church of Christ, located at
952 South Hillside, Wichita, KS, to lease 700 square
feet in the basement of the church. The society paid
$1,350 set up costs to cover cost of partitions, ceiling
and painting the walls and agreed to pay $50
monthly rent. The agreement was written for two
years with option for renewal. The library would be
open Tuesday and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 9
p.m. with volunteer staff. Midwest purchased another table and
four more chairs with more Betty Crocker coupons.
The regular monthly meetings were held in the church and a seminar featuring Mrs. Helen Blumhagen of
Salt Lake City was held in the church sanctuary. The reminder calls for meetings were stopped because
it had become such a monumental task to reach each of the 400 members. It was very apparent that
there needed to be a change in the by-laws so an election could be held each year that involved the
election of half of the elective officers: this, to have better continuity on the board. The Library was now
open to the public for research on Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. However, a nonmember was required to pay a $1.00 per day fee but could not check materials out. Because of the
growth in both membership and the holdings of the Society a committee was appointed to investigate
possible larger accommodations for the group and a campaign called “Will Power” was initiated. That
campaign suggested a bequest to Midwest Genealogical Society be included in every member’s will. The
library would also accept a bequest of collections of family genealogies. A building fund was established
with a goal of $20,000.
November 1979 the first edition of the ALERT was mailed to all members announcing the Family Fun
Night and Show and Tell program the evening of November 10. The ALERT was a much needed media to
keep members informed of happenings between issues of the quarterly Register. Beverly Malone was
the first editor and prepared the issues to be mailed, with the assistance of Gene and Don Martinson, in
between the mailings of the Register. At the same time there was a name change. It was felt that

Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society, Inc. was more attractive for financial support through
grants and allocations. Although grant applications were numerous none brought forth any funding,
following the name change. The new name was officially adopted at the January 1980 meeting after
having filed all of the necessary paper work, dated December 7, 1979, with the Secretary of State. It was
decided after the first month that the ALERT could be issued more frequently and soon became a
monthly publication (except December). All the while members continued to copy and index Sedgwick
County records and give $100 annually to the Wichita City library for the purchase of microfilmed
records. Members continued teaching classes and the society held annual seminars which featured
nationally known speakers from across the country.
The change of location committee recommended moving the
library and MHGS office into two buildings at Cowtown. That
recommendation was presented at the monthly meeting of
November 1981, held at Hyde Park Recreation Center, 201
Greenwood
and
was
approved
by all present.
Forty five pledges had been
received, in the amount of
$3,706.49, for the building
fund. Single life memberships
of $300 were created at this time to help raise money. The first
official day at Cowtown was December 20, 1981 with an open house
and the library was open for business, January 5, 1982. The reasons
given for selecting the Cowtown location were: low cost rent, lease
of two buildings with more room, the atmosphere of Cowtown with more exposure to the public with
plenty of parking in the central location.
After the library inventory was taken at Cowtown it was reported that the holdings had increased to
over 7,200 volumes and members were granted free use of the library. March 1984 the Education
Curator of Cowtown sent communication to MHGS that would end the relationship between the two
organizations and Midwest was on the hunt again for a location for their library. In May of that year a
contest was held to come up with a suitable logo for the ALERT. The winner was Joanne Dike with the
submission of three sprigs of wheat over
an outline of the shape of Kansas. The
current logo, of three sprigs of wheat,
was adopted for the October 1986 issue
using the same logo that was chosen for
the Register and letterhead. The Ways and Means Committee prepared and published a cookbook
containing family recipes submitted by members, “Pots, Pans and Pioneers” which sold for $5.00 per
copy. Over time, the society sponsored bus trips for research in the Kansas Historical Society Library,
Oklahoma City, Salt Lake City and Mid Continent Library in Independence, MO.

1203 North Main, Wichita, KS
“In the land description of the City of Wichita the 1200 block of North Main was owned by Doc Lewellen.
(Doc Lewellen was the man that bought the Old Indian Trading Post from Jesse Chisholm, moved it down
close to where the two rivers came together (9th and Waco), and started the first store. After a few years
he turned the store over to his oldest daughter and her husband, and he went back to his farm in Butler
County, near Towanda.) The earliest structure that we presently know of on the location was the depot
and general offices of the St. Louis, Fort Scott and Wichita Railway. The railroad was built through the
area in 1882 and in the mid to late 1880’s the railroad purchased all the lots in the 1200 block of North
Main. After that time the railroad went through some name changes. It was known as the Kansas,
Colorado, Pacific Railroad and later the Missouri Pacific. The railroad remained owner of the property
until it was purchased by Urban Renewal in the late 1970’s.
For a number of years the railroad leased a part of the
property to the Gardner Coal Co. The building that the
coal company used for an office was built in 1905 and
sometime after it closed in the early 1960’s the
building was moved to Historic Wichita Cowtown. It
has not been restored but is being used for storage
and sits on the south side of the museum, near the
Arkansas River.
Ownership of much of the land in the area was
obtained by Urban Renewal and just in the past year it has begun to be
redeveloped. The Kansas Elks Training Center is building homes in the area to help in this
redevelopment. The lots that Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society received are in a triangular
shape, bounded by the Missouri Pacific Railroad on the west, Main Street on the east and 11th Street on
the south. The size of the lots will allow ample room for parking and also future expansion of our library
facility.” (Author unknown)

The History of the Dester Family and 1005 North Water
By Teresa Pennington for Vol. XX, No. 4, MHGS REGISTER
The new Midwest library building was originally located at 1005 North Water. The house was built
around 1898 by Henry Abram Dester, a local carpenter. In its original form the house was only one story.
The second level was built on later so the family could take on boarders. In fact, in the 1909 city
directory, not only were the Desters living at 1005 but so was Orla K. Stewart, Henry Dester’s son-in-law,
and family. So the second level of the building would have been built between 1898 and 1909.

Henry Dester was born July 27, 1844 in Edersburg,
Germany, the son of Henrich Dester. Henrich Dester,
his wife and four children immigrated to America in
1851, settling in Lee County, Iowa. Henry married
Katharina Rupp, born May 16, 1847, who was also a
German immigrant. She was the daughter of John
Rupp and Mary Hirschter. Henry and Katharina had
three children: Mary Elizabeth, born May 4, 1870 in
Washington County, Iowa, Elizabeth, born August 13,
1872, also in Washington County, Iowa, and
Katherine Ida born November 25, 1874 near Moundridge, Kansas.
Henry and family moved to Kansas about 1874 to the Moundridge area. Then in about 1884 they moved
to Wichita. They seemed to move about quite a bit according to the city directories. About 1894 they
moved to North Water Street, living at 1004, and the house they lived in for so many years, at 1005
would have been built after they bought the land at that location from J. N. Haymaker in 1898.
On December 17, 1889, Henry’s second daughter, “Lizzie” married Orla Kenton Stewart. This was the
only one of the daughters to marry. Mary E. did bookkeeping and stenography while Katherine was a
seamstress out of their home on North Water.
Henry’s son-in-law, Orla Stewart, was the Wichita Chief of Police in 1915. Orla’s sons, Edgar C. and Oscar
H. became co-founders of Globe Construction Company in 1916. Globe Construction was also located in
the 1000 block of North Water for many years. After Edgar and Henry’s deaths, Edgar’s sons, Kenton S.
and James E. Stewart took over Globe Construction.
The Desters and the Stewarts were all members of St. John’s Episcopal Church. Henry Dester died May
16, 1929 leaving his widow and two unmarried daughters the house on North Water.
A life-long resident of Sedgwick County remembers the Dester sisters in the 1930’s. The older sister
worked outside and kept house while the younger one was a seamstress and did sewing in the house on
North Water.
Katherina Dester died January 6, 1937. Mary and Katherine spent the rest of their lives on North Water
with their nephews looking after them. Just after their mother died in 1937 the sisters rented out one
level of their home to William Vaughn and his family. The Vaughn’s were living on North Water in the
1939 city directory. The Vaughns were not the only family that had rented from the Desters. In the early
1920’s the Byerly family lived there and one of their daughters was born there.
William Vaughn and family lived on one level of the house and the Dester sisters lived on the other level
until their deaths. Mary E. died September 23, 1951 and Katherine died January 8, 1961. The Desters are
all buried in Old Mission Cemetery.

The Vaughns bought the 1005 house in February of 1967, after the death of the Desters and lived there
until the 1970’s. In 1979 the house was sold to Urban Renewal and has been vacant since that time.
In renovating the interior of the Dester house the wall and ceiling plaster had to be stripped before the
house could be moved. Practically all of the second floor was lath and plaster whereas the first floor
area had been remodeled and sheetrock had replaced all of the plaster except for the foyer and front
stairwell. The plaster on the walls in the foyer and stairwell was the original plaster. As bits of plaster
were removed you could see the animal hair that had been mixed in with the plaster to give it holding
power. The plaster in the upper level was of a more modern nature.
Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society took possession of the house at 1005 North Water in
September of 1985. Preparation for moving the structure began immediately. Groundbreaking
ceremonies were held at 1203 North Main on September 8, 1985. Since that time many hours have been
spent, first in preparation for removal of the house from 1005 North Water to 1203 North Main, and
now in the remodeling of the structure for the new Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society Library.

A PERMANENT HOME, AT LAST
The house at 1005 North Water was to be torn down to make room for a playground at Park Elementary
School. The lowest bid submitted to the city for that job was $3,000 and they decided to sell the house
to Midwest for $1.00 to be removed from the lot, at society expense, and the lot cleaned up and leveled
by the society. At the same time the city was willing to sell the pie shaped lot at 1203 North Main to the
society for another $1.00 as part of the Urban Renewal Project. The house was moved on a route taken
from Water to Main and north on Main (wrong way on a one way street) on November 1, 1985 and
placed upon the basement foundation which had been so carefully prepared by the construction team.
In July 1986 Midwest moved out of Cowtown
putting all of the books into storage in the
basement of the house being renovated until
the upstairs was prepared for the library. They
did continue to hold monthly meetings at Grace
Methodist Church and held various fund raisers.
Bit by bit areas of the house were completed
enough that November 15, 1986 the library
was reopened, in the basement, just for
checking in and out of materials from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. of on Saturdays. In
celebration of the 20th anniversary of MHGS, the children of David
and Louise Brehm donated funds to finish the basement as a memorial to their parents. Gerald and
Joan Branson bought the multimedia security system.
To landscape the property the board asked for donations of trees, shrubs, bulbs and tubers. There is an
Eisenhower Red Bud (near the school crosswalk) that was planted as a seedling which came from the

Eisenhower Home in Abilene. The trees in the rest of the parkings were planted by the city and some in
the yard planted as part of a Midtown Beautification Project. The bricks along the south edge of the
parking lot were from the Waco School, at 2150 North Waco, which had been torn down. In full
operation by August 1987 and 693 members, a new Royal Duel Pitcher typewriter (price would have
been $249) was obtained with 378 proofs of purchase for Sanka Coffee. Betty Ann Howland donated
carpet for the library floors to honor Don Martinson, Alan Lee, Cecil Cundy and Bob Howland, volunteers
who worked on the house. It was in 1987 when the split of membership occurred and the disgruntled
faction formed Wichita Genealogical Society and gave their support to the Genealogy Department of the
Wichita Public Library. However, Midwest still had a membership of 660 in September 1989 when Mary
B. Schultz, the founder, passed away.
In January 1990, with 600 on the membership list, the board declared that work on the house had
progressed sufficiently, that, come warmer weather, volunteers should start washing all of the windows.
May 20, 1990, after four long, grueling years of thousands of hours of labor and many donations of
materials, Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society held the Grand Opening of their new library with
many dignitaries participating. And, the debt for the expenses of the project had been reduced to only
about $6,000 of the $200,000 project. Actual cost to the society was less than $100,000 because of all
the volunteers and donations.
A Special Interest Group was formed for all
members interested in German ancestry with
Sharon Huffman as the leader in the spring of 1991.
At the same time a Computer Interest Group was
organized and met monthly in the Kansas Room for
discussions related to different computer
genealogy programs with James Simpkins as the
leader. That group raised money to buy a computer
where sample programs could be studied by library
patrons. The board began promoting the practice
that new members should submit pedigree charts
and surname cards once again and the files for both increased greatly. In the spring of 1993 a Sedgwick
County Pioneers program was adopted for those researchers who could prove their ancestor resided in
Sedgwick County between February 26, 1867 and December 31, 1880.
In 1995 Midwest took on working in a Bingo Parlor every Monday night in Seneca Square as a means of
raising funds. In May 1999 MHGS signed an agreement with Tom Weigle of Bingo at Parklane to work
the first, third and fifth Sunday nights of each month but the location was changed to Bingo West and a
group of 12 very diligent workers showed up every time to raise money to cover the operational costs of
the society. Over the years of working Bingo, profit was enough that it could be split between operating
funds and the building fund.

Midwest was host for the annual conference of Kansas Council of Genealogical Societies, Inc. in June of
1995, 1996, 1998 and 1999. Many of the members worked long and hard making preparations for these
state meetings. As usual, the work fell upon the same, faithful volunteers.
Apex Manufacturing, neighbors across the alley to the west, made an offer to buy all of the property
belonging to Midwest, once the railroad tracks had been removed, as they wanted to expand their
building and parking lot. A Migration Committee was appointed and studied the proposal and set about
making a list of our requirements for a suitable building. The membership agreed to an exchange of our
property for suitable property that Apex would remodel into a library and help us pay the expenses of
moving all of the holdings and equipment. The building, at 903 West 18th Street, was all on ground level
and had much more room than the house and ample off street parking. Apex backed out of the deal
when the City of Wichita decided they were going to put a bike path along the railroad right-a-way
rather than reverting the right-a-way back to the property owners. When the deal fell through the
Migration Committee turned into an expansion committee and had plans drawn up for building two
stories on to the house to the west and putting an elevator on the north side with an entrance from the
parking lot. A funding campaign was held but failed in obtaining monies to go forward with that
expansion. First fund raiser was a “Couch Potato Run”.

MHGS Goes High Tech
After much discussion among board members it was agreed that in order for the society to move
forward it would be necessary to join the world of technology. Thus a web site for MHGS was designed
and developed by Helen Bortz and launched, as the first genealogy society to become a part of the
KSGenWeb, on October 13, 1997. First items to be uploaded were Territorial and County Census from
1860 forward and ahnentafel charts of members. As work progressed the decision was made to try to
cover the years between the 1880 and 1900 federal
census and thus a huge group of volunteers began
to transcribe the Wichita City and Suburban
directories. The library holdings were uploaded to
assist researchers in planning their visits to the
library. Indexes were added for marriages and
divorces, deaths and obituaries, probate records,
and Quiring Monument Purchase orders. In cooperation with John Schunk and Bill Pennington,
webmasters of the Sedgwick County KSGenWeb
site, many aids were made available for Sedgwick County
researchers. Within a couple of years after launching the website Helen was able to
negotiate a deal with the Kansas Libraries Association so all of the members of MHGS would have access
to Heritage Quest online through Blue Skyways.
The New Century Club was established in 2000. Anyone could donate monies or leave bequests to
provide funds for securing larger facilities for the library, whether that be in a different building or
adding on to the house. The donations were tax deductible and if the donor was an employee or retiree

of Boeing or AT&T it qualified for matching funds. One half of the profits from Bingo were to be added
to the fund.
The city finally put in a bike path but it went around the MHGS property to the east so the right-a-way
did revert back and Apex presented yet another plan to purchase only the vacant portion of our lot and
then backed out, for some reason, after the membership had agreed to sell it to them. A new
architectural plan for a building addition was presented and pleas for financial backing put out, but
without any response.
In 2002 Donna Wood studied available computer programs that would catalogue holdings and once a
suitable computer was obtained, purchased PCCC3 from DIAKON SYSTEMS of Library Concepts. Helen
Bortz entered nearly all of the holdings except the magazines, which were entered by Sue McGuire, and
then the two files were merged and placed on the new computer in the library. This was a big asset in
keeping more accurate records of the 21,000 plus volumes in the library!
As a result of a member survey taken in July 2005 to help determine how the society could better serve
its members, the Lunch and a Program series was established. Members met at various eating
establishment throughout the city each month to have lunch together (Dutch Treat) which was followed
by a program of historical and genealogical interest – the first one was held February 11, 2006 at Morris
Family Restaurant. The ALERT published a big promotion of the Sedgwick County Pioneer Certificates
and 26 new certificates were issued.
In 2007 a long range planning committee was appointed and a contract with an ISP provider for Internet
access at the library was signed. The committee submitted a grant application to the City of Wichita
Cultural Funding Committee for monies to be used to fund seminars, putting together a South Central
Wichita House and Business History Booklet and expanding our technological needs at the library. After
a lengthy wait MHGS was notified they would receive $2,500 and part of that money was used to bring
Robert Winter Owl Vann to Wichita for a seminar on researching Native American ancestry.
With the number of volumes in the holdings increasing annually, the library was busting at the seams,
again! Apex made a third attempt to buy the property but the membership vetoed the proposal at the
annual meeting in March 2009 and another expansion committee was appointed to come up with
another set of plans to build on to the house. Plans were drawn up to extend the library to the north
and presented but because of lack of finances the idea was tabled. October 9 and 10, 2010 MHGS was a
featured home on the Historic Midtown Walking Tour. Members presented the history of the house as
well of the society during both days, with excellent participation.
As another means of communication and advertising the society, a Facebook page was established in
the fall of 2009 and opened to all genealogists around the world. Midwest Historical & Genealogical
Society Register went electronic in 2011 with members being given a choice of the electronic version or
a hard copy.
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