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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.  

Wi-fi is available with knowledgeable volunteers to 

help you with your research and answer questions. We 

have yearly memberships and non-members can do 

research for a fee.  (316) 264-3611 MHGS Website:   

http://mhgswichita.org 
 

Alert 
Midwest Historical & Genealogical Society 

You may have heard that Ancestry will discontinue Family Tree Maker.  While you don’t 

need to change your software immediately, if you use FTM it is time to begin thinking 

about an alternative for your data.  The MHGS board is currently discussing how best to 

support our members as they evaluate the genealogy software options.  Stay tuned for 

announcements! 

There are two ways that you can support MHGS and it won’t cost you a cent: 

 
1. Register Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society on AmazonSmile.  Then do 

your shopping at AmazonSmile (identical to the ‘regular’ page).  Thereafter, Amazon 

will make a donation to MHGS each time you make an AmazonSmile purchase. 

2. Register your support for Midwest Historical and Genealogical Society at Dillons. 

Each purchase you make will then produce a Dillons contribution to MHGS. NOTE:  

You must register with Dillons annually, so if you are already registered, be sure to 

renew your MHGS registration. 

3. If you are thinning your genealogy book shelves, consider a donation to our library. 

We’ll either make them a part of our collection or (if we already have the volume) we 

will add it to our next book sale. 

Do you ever wish your children or grandchildren (or YOU) could listen to the radio clas-

sics of past years?  Think Fibber McGee;  Ozzzie & Harriet;  Sergeant Preston & Yukon 

King;  the Lone Ranger, and many more. 

 

Dick Eastman reports that now we can, indeed, listen to our old favorites: 

 

“Old Radio World is a great archive for finding out what broadcast entertainment used to 

sound like.  All of the old broadcasts on the site are available free of charge.  Old Radio 

World may be found at http://www.oldradioworld.com.“  

This program is made possible in part by the City of Wichita. 
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Upcoming Programs & Library Events for Dec. & Jan. 
 

Board Meeting.  Saturday,  December 12 @ 10:30am. 

       Saturday, January 9 @ 10:30am 

 

Genealogy DNA Special Interest Group.  Saturday, December 12 @ 1pm to 2pm. & Saturday, 

January 9 @ 1pm to 2pm.  Led by Paul Renner Smith.  Discover the latest news in the field of Genea-

logical DNA study. This informed discussion group uses the newest information available to learn what 

DNA can tell us about our ancestors. Learn what different tests are available and where. 

 

Genealogy on the Internet.  Saturday, December 19 @ 10am to 11am. & Saturday, January 16 @ 

10am.  Led by Jim Scharnhorst.  Genealogy research has embraced the computer as not only the most 

efficient way to organize data, but the quickest way to access historical records. The ongoing digitization 

of documents for preservation purposes makes them searchable, economical, and immediately available. 

Our meeting is for sharing the sites we find most useful, finding solutions to the problems that have de-

veloped, and learning what the future holds.   

 

Daughters of the American Revolution Special Interest Group.  Saturday, Dec. 19 @ 1pm-2pm & 

Saturday, January 16 @ 1pm.  Led by Sandi Bush and Lucille Williams.  Do you have ancestors who 

served in the American Revolution, either in a military unit or by providing service in another way?  We 

can help you with the application process, show you what records you need to qualify for membership, 

and give you all the details. 

 

Afro-American Special Interest Group.  Saturday, January 23 @ 1pm.  Led by Jozel Smith Eckels.  

Interest group that encourages historical and genealogical study of families with special emphasis on Af-

rican-Americans.  This informal group seeks to learn more of the history and factors within the family 

stories that we have been given.  We will demonstrate how to research your family tree with the goal of 

discovering and understanding your family history.  

 

NOTE: The library will be closed December 26 and January 2 for the holidays. 

Latest Additions to the Library Shelves 
Bozarth Beacon—Doris Roney Bowers 

“...We Never Could Say Their Names” An Account of the Camfield Family of Northamptonshire—John Goff Friba 

Dillinger, Crane, Cleeton, Beck Families of Sullivan Co., Missouri: Vol. 1 — Dr. Lucille Dillinger Alexander 

Buried Treasure — Central Florida Genealogical and Historical Society 

Ancestry  —  Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County 

Carroll County Genealogical Quarterly  —  Carroll County Genealogical Society 

It happened in Kansas: remarkable events tht shaped history  —  Sarah Smarsh 

Roadside Kansas:  A traveler’s guide to its geology and landmarks  —  Rex Buchanan 

1001 Kansas place names  —  Sondra Van Meter McCoy 

Camp Concordia: German POWs in the Midwest  —  Lowell A May 

FUMC Church Directory (1974, 1982, 1987, 1993, 1997, 2000, 2004, 2008) 

The Tree Tracers  —  Southwest Oklahoma Genealogy Society 

Tragedies of the Osage Hills  —  Arthur H Lamb 

Cherokee Strip Celebration Souvenir Program  —  1941, 1955 

1872-1972 Osage Indian Tribe Centennial Celebration 

Haroldena Plante Collection  —  Haroldena Plante 
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2014-2015 Board of Directors 

President:  Elaine Sunde  (president@mhgswichita.org) 

Vice President:  Ann Boll  (programs@mhgswichita.org) 

Treasurer:  Jim Scharnhost    (treasurer@mhgswichita.org) 

Secretary:   Twila Brown  (secretary@mhgswichita.org) 

 Librarians:  Julia Langel  (library@mhgswichita.org) 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Alert Editor: Lucille Williams           

Building & Grounds:    Open 

Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock  

Publicity:  Francene Sharp       

Register Editor:  Ann Boll     

Membership: Beverly Jackson  

 

 

 
 

    

   

V o l u m e  3 7  N u m b e r  9  

Some Thoughts About Land Records 
     If you have never researched in land records for your ancestors you’ve probably missed some really good 

sources for information.  Since a large percentage of our ancestors came to America so they could own land, there is 

a lot to be found in deeds and other land records.  My daughter, Sandi Bush, and I have done a lot of research in the 

Bourbon County courthouse.  We used to go back there two or three times each summer just for that purpose.  We 

don’t have any family left there and we would spend the weekdays in the courthouse and Saturdays at the genealogy 

society.  Of course, we already knew which ancestors to look for so we found a lot of information--in both the 

grantee and grantor records.   

     Land records always give you names.  I already knew that both my father’s and my mother’s family lived on 

farms, so I already had names to search.  One thing I did find out was that on both sides of my family the women 

became the landowners.  My maternal grandmother, Emma Jeannette (Scram) Shaw, lived with us and was the 

built-in babysitter for my two sisters and me.  She had inherited the 80-acre farm from her father, Elam Adelbert 

Scram, who came to Kansas from Antwerp, New York, in 1869 with his wife, Mary Elmina Blodgett.  Emma had 

only one sibling, her sister Nellie May Scram.  Grandmother told me that after Mother and  Dad were married she 

told them if she could live the rest of her life on the farm and they would take care of her, she would sign the farm 

over to Mother.  I guess they did agree because I found the papers where she signed the farm over to Mother. 

     I also found out that not only did Grandmother own the farm I grew up on, she owned three pieces of land in the 

neighborhood; I didn’t know before.  She rented out the other two and then eventually sold them.  I also know that 

one of those pieces of land was just half a mile from our farm.  We had been told that was where the Fairbanks fam-

ily (also relatives of ours) had lived before they moved to Lincoln County, Oklahoma.  The Fairbanks raised silk-

worms in one of the rooms in the house!  I knew about the silkworms so that part was not a surprise. 

      In Dad’s family, his mother, LuAnn (Clark) Williams, had only one sibling who lived to be an adult and that 

was a sister.  So when their father died, LuAnn got the 80-acre farm Dad grew up on and where we went every Sun-

day as that was Grandma’s day to spend with her three granddaughters. 

     My great-grandfather Valentine Clark homesteaded his farm when he came from Indiana in 1857 and I was able 

to get a copy of that record.  I did already know that Valentine gave the land for the first section of the Clarksburg 

Cemetery that was just a half mile from the farm, but I found that piece of land was included on his homestead re-

cord. All of Dad’s siblings have been buried in that cemetery. 

     There is a huge oak tree in the cemetery that was there before the Civil War.  I took a picture of my son Derek 

under it and the tree is so big he looked like a little kid standing under it.  

           ~Lucille Williams 

It would be helpful if all MHGS members would be thinking about volunteering for the library in some capacity.  

We love our volunteers and we need them all badly and appreciate them greatly.  It will soon be time for the Annual 

Meeting which is in March and we will have some positions on the Board to fill.  Hope some of you will be able to 

step up and help us out.  If you have questions about what is needed, or what a job involves, just call the library on 

Tuesday or Saturday.  Or you can email Julia, our librarian, or Elaine, our current board president, (emails listed 

below) and they can answer any questions you might have.  Hope to see a lot of you at the Annual Meeting.  There 

will be more information about that in the next Alert.  We are always needing new brains with new ideas.  We have 

a Nominating Committee working on board positions—if they call you, please think about helping. 
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December/January Calendar of Events 
Library Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm 

Library Closings for Holidays: 
December 26, 2015 

January 2, 2016 
 

Board Meeting 
Saturday, December 12 @ 10:30am 

Saturday, January 9 @ 10:30am 
 

Genealogy DNA SIG 
Saturday, December 12 @ 1pm 

Saturday, January 9 @ 1pm 
Led by Paul Renner Smith 

 
Genealogy on the Internet 

Saturday, December 19 @ 10am 
Saturday, January 16 @ 10am 

Led by Jim Scharnhorst 

 
DAR Special Interest Group 

Saturday, December 19 @ 1pm-2pm 
Saturday, January 16 @ 1pm-2pm 

Led by Sandi Bush & Lucille Williams 
 

Afro-American SIG 
Saturday, January 23  @ 1pm 

Led by Jozel Smith Eckels 
 

Call 316-264-3611 for information or 
to check on library closings. 

 
 

If there is snow or forecast of bad weather, 
always call the library to see if it is open 
before driving there.  If there has already 

been a snow storm, please call as it takes a 
little while to get the parking lot cleaned 

off in case of inclement weather.   


