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MHGS is Open Tuesday and Saturday, 9am-4pm.
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http://www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs
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Update on 2014 MHGS Annual Meeting
For those of you who weren’t able to attend our Annual Meeting on March 8 here is a
short update on what transpired. First of all, we did have a quorum so were able to conduct business. The members present voted to accept the Bylaws change of the number of
officers on the Board from seven to five. That will make it easier for us to find five officers when needed.
The next order of business was to elect Elaine Sunde as our President and Janet
Sherman as our Treasure. This was also easily done. The Board will appoint Jim
Scharnhorst to be Vice-President/Programs and Paul Smith to be Secretary. Our librarian, Julia Langel, has a year left on her term and will be up for election next year.
There was a financial report from our Treasurer Janet Sherman and a membership report from our Membership Chair Bev Jackson. The gist of that is we need more members and we need more money.
Our Librarian Julia Langel also reported on library activities (more on that below).
Refreshments were enjoyed by all and were furnished by Francene Sharp, Jozel
Eckels, and others. I apologize for not knowing who else contributed food and drink.
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Julia’s Library Updates
This topic will become a regular item in the newsletter each month. Julia and
her volunteer helpers are doing a lot of moving things in the library so they will
be at more convenient locations for members and visitors who come to do research.
The huge notebooks of obituaries are now on the first floor since these are
one of the most used items. Also, city directories have been moved to the first
floor. The Kansas Room in the basement has over 1,200 volumes of Kansas material that have been moved to the first floor and will be filed alphabetically by
County. Some of the State books from the first floor are moving downstairs.
Visitor attendance of non-members is up. We had people from eight states in
2012 and in 2013 we had people from 16 states.
Other organizations are asking us to scan their records and we have had donations of library material from 13 people or organizations. Things are looking
good. Lots of activity and Julia is doing a great job keeping up.
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Upcoming Programs
Wichita, History of the North Side. Saturday, April 5 @ 10am. Charlie Whitworth, Wichita historian and well-known personality will led an Open Forum. Highlighted in his presentation will be: North
Side Cattle Industry, Livestock Exchange Building, Stock Yards, and the Street Car. Free and open to
the public. Whitworth invites you to bring your own knowledge to share of “Old North End Wichita.”
The library is open Tues & Sat, 9am-4pm; volunteer librarians on duty. Program reservations requested:
316-264-3611.
Board Meeting, Saturday, April 12 at 10:30 to 12:30
Exploring Ancestry.com. Saturday, April 19 at 10am to 12pm. Led by Jim Scharnhorst.
Afro-American Special Interest Group. Saturday, April 26 at 1pm to 2pm. Led by Jozel Smith
Eckels.
“Summertime in 1870s Wichita, Kansas” Saturday, May 3 at 10am. MHGS will combine with Old
Cowtown Museum presenting ideas for you, your family, and/or organization the possibilities of volunteering a few hours, learning what it was like to really live in the 1870s in “your neighborhood.” Learn a
trade (blacksmithing, woodworking?), play games, cook in one of the many homes, use the washboard,
sell foods or play the piano in the saloon, visit with people from other countries,—the opportunities are
endless! Of course, the MHGS Library can always keep volunteers busy, also!
Go to the MHGS Calendar at www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs for more complete class descriptions. Reservations requested for all classes. Call 316-264-3611 to make reservations.

Article copied from a late 1800s issue of the Fort Scott
newspaper about my great grandfather Valentine Clark. I
think the article speaks for itself with no more explanation needed. ~Lucille
“We are indebted to Mr. S. J. Bryant, of Drywood, for
information of a curiosity.
“Mr. Valentine Clark has upon his farm a pig of about
four months, with five perfect feet—so perfect as to make
five tracks when running in the mud. Mr. Clark lives on
the Fort Scott and Carthage road about six miles out,
where this precocious animal can be seen.”
My great grandfather homesteaded this farm in the
Cherokee Neutral Lands when he came from Indiana and
settled in 1857. This is the farm my father grew up on
and we went down there every Sunday while my
Grandma LuAnn Williams was alive. All the family
came home for the weekend to spend with Grandma so
every Sunday we had a big family get-together. What
fun! That is the type of thing families don’t seem to do
now and I really enjoyed it when I was a kid.

I’m Fine
There’s nothing whatever the matter with me.
I’m just as healthy as I can be,
I have arthritis in both my knees and when I talk
I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
I think my liver is out of whack
And a terrible pain is in my back
My hearing is poor, my sight is dim,
Most everything seems to be out of trim,
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
I have arch supports for both my feet.
Or I wouldn’t be able to go on the street.
Sleeplessness I have night after night,
And in the morning I’m just a sight.
My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,
I’m peacefully living on aspirin.
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
The moral is, as this tale we unfold,
That for you an me who are growing old,
It’s better to say, “I’m fine” with a grin
Than to let them know the shape we’re in.
By Cardinal Cushing
From the Catholic Devotional c1992.

V o l um e

3 6

N um b e r

1

P a g e

3

Upcoming Kansas Genealogical Event
42nd Annual Conference
Co-Hosted by the Kansas Historical Society

Saturday, April 26th, 2014
Registration: Is open to the public. Registration includes a syllabus and handouts. If you registr and are unable to
attend, TGS will mail your syllabus. Your registration WILL NOT be refunded. Advance registration must be
received by April 15, 2014. Walk-in registrations will be accepted the day of the event.
Registration forms and information are available on the TGS website, www.tgstopeka.org/cpage.php?pt=9
Questions: Write or call the TGS Library at 785-233-5762, or email at president1@tgstopeka.org. for information and registration forms. Registration form has session times and titles of sessions.
The Road Less Traveled: Finding Genealogical Clues in Often-Overlooked Sources
Featured Speaker: Curt B. Witcher
Send registration & payment to Topeka Genealogical Society, POBox 4048, Topeka, KS 66604-0048.
Call or email with any questions and for your registration form with lunch information and all details.

Pending Legislation in Oklahoma Will Hinder or Historical Research
You may have already heard in the news about the fact that if you are trying to get a death certificate in Oklahoma the only
way you can get it is to be the deceased. And the current law in effect makes it a felony if an employee of the Dept. of Health
Services provided the death certificate to anyone other than the named person. They are currently trying to amend the law,
however, what they are wanting to do is just as bad or worse. SB448 permits access to death records 75 years from date of
death; birth records 125 years from date of birth. The bill passed the senate Mar. 4 and is now awaiting action. But that is not
all. HB 3028 would consolidate three departments: Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Dept., and
Oklahoma Arts Council into one agency. This bill would take effect immediately. The Oklahoma Historical Society would be
dissolved. Go to: http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%FLR/HFLR/HB3028%20HFLR.PDF. The first bill
can be found at: http://webserver1.lsb.stae.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENGR/SB/SB144820ENGR.PDF. We need to keep
ourselves informed about all of these legislative changes in all states that will greatly diminish our access to vital records we
need for our family histories.

Remember this Important Message as it is a fundraiser for MHGS!
MHGS has started participating in Amazon Smile, a new fundraising program. To learn
how to help, and to get more information, go to our website at: http://
www.skyways.org/genweb/mhgs/ or our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Midwest-Historical-Genealogical-Society/132888437350

Help Needed! Open Committee Position
We are in need of a maintenance person to replace Vince Marshall (who did a splendid job for us, Thank you,
Vince!). This would involve “odd jobs” such as mowing, repairs, painting, etc. Basically, someone able to do any
of the little jobs that crop up that it takes an expert in “handyman” type work. Call 264-3611 if you can help.

2014-2015 Board of Directors
President: Elaine Sunde
(Elaine@sunde3.com)
Vice President Jim Scharnhorst (jrscharnhorst@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Janet Sherman
(janet-sherman@sbcglobal.net)
Secretary: Paul Smith ( rennersmith@yahoo.com)
Librarians: Julia Langel (genealogy@julialangel.com)

Committee Chairs
Alert Editor: Lucille Williams
Building & Grounds: (Open)
Computer Technology: Vincent Hancock
Publicity: Francene Sharp
Register Editor: Ann Boll
Membership: Beverly Jackson
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April 2014 Calendar of Events
Open Tues. & Sat.. 9am to 4pm

Volunteering at Cowtown
Saturday, May 3 at 10am to 11:30am

A Conversation with Charlie
Saturday, April 5 at 10am to 11am
Led by Charlie Whitworth

Reservations requested for ALL classes.
Call 316-264-3611 to make reservation.

Board Meeting
Saturday, April 12 at 10:30am to 12:00pm
Exploring Ancestry.com
Saturday, April 19 at 10am to 12pm
Led by Jim Scharnhorst
Afro-American Special Interest Group
Saturday, April 2 at 1pm to 2pm
Led by Jozel Smith Eckols

(Should have included this last month)
An Irish Curse . . .
“May those that love us, love us; and those
that don’t love us, may God turn their
hearts;
If He can’t turn their hearts, may He turn
their ankles, so we’ll know them by their
limping.”

