
CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE NEW SOUTHWEST -
INDIAN TERRITORY

SHAWNEE.
An Indian village and station on the main line of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, in the Cherokee

Nation, 336 miles from St. Louis.

PRAIRIE CITY.
A station upon the line of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, in the Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory,

twenty-two miles northeast of Vinita, and 342 miles from St. Louis.  It is only a small village, and has a post-office.
 

OSEUMA.
A small station on the line of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, in the Cherokee Nation, Indian

Territory, 342 miles from St. Louis, and seventeen  miles northeast of Vinita.

AFTON AND ALBIA.
These are small Indian towns in the Cherokee Nation, and stations upon the line of the St. Louis & San

Francisco Railway.  The former is 352 miles, and the latter 357 miles southwest from St. Louis.  There is nothing
otherwise notable connected with those stations.

VINITA.
This Indian town gains its importance because of its railway connections.  Its situation is in the eastern

portion of the Indian country, and within the territory assigned to the Cherokee Nation.  That point is the junction of
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas and the St. Louis & San Francisco railways.  It is at present a terminal point of the
latter road, and upon the line of the original projected route to the Pacific slope.  That town contains a population of
about 450, has a school-house, one church, a newspaper office, one drug store, several general stores and the smaller
industries.  The only band of music in the territory is located at Vinita, consisting of fifteen members, under the
leadership of J. T. Chamberlain.  It is 364 miles southwest from St. Louis, and, as the Indian races fade away from
the face of the earth, it will increase in population and become a town of some importance.  It is already a prominent
shipping-point for live stock, and other commodities produced in that region.  It may be added that the Eastern
missionary societies have already subscribed sufficient money for the erection of a Babtist and Presbyterian church.

Directory
CITY OFFICIALS.–Frank Howard, mayor; L. P.

Isbell, marshall; A. P. Goodykoontz, W. C.
Chamberlain, Dr. M. Frazee, L. Tiger,
Richard Fields; town council

CHURCHES.–Methodist, Union.
SOCIETIES.–Masons, I. O. G. T.
SCHOOLS.–One public school, graded; 100 pupils;

two teachers.

Arnold J. C. Mrs., postmistress.
Beaty W. T., blacksmith.
Bell Col. J. M., lawyer.
Buffington L. W., billiard saloon.
Coles A., ticket agent St. Louis & San Francisco

Railway
Chamberlain W. C., hides and furs.
Donivan Joe, barber,
Danils Marmaduke, wagon shop.
Duncan D. C., lawyer.
Eiffert Henry, proprietor Commercial hotel
Edmondson H. H., ticket agent Missouri, Kansas &

Texas Railway.

Frazee M., doctor.
Field R. H., general merchandise.
Foreman A. W., general merchandise.
Graves W. R., proprietor San Francisco hotel
Goodykoontz A. P., stock dealer.
Howard Frank, general produce.
Ironsides C. C., groceries.
Isbell L. P. marshal.
Ivey A. E., groceries.
Jordan T. J., billiard saloon,
Lucky George & Bros., flouring-mill.
Large Benj., blacksmith
McSpadden Mrs. J. C., general merchandise.
Miller Wm., livery stable.
Patton W. C. & Co., general merchandise.
Patton W. C. & Co., drugs and medicines.
Raymond A. C., hardware and furniture.
Rhodes John, wagon shop.



Stephens S. S., lawyer.
Swain R. M., saddlery and shoe shop.
Tittle J. M., billiard saloon.

INDIAN TERRITORY.
That portion of the vast territory of the United States which, by treaty with a large number of Indian tribes,

has been set apart and reserved as a perpetual home for the remnants of the aboriginal races, by a solemn and
irrevocable act of Congress, is at present attracting a larger public attention than ever before.  Its situation, condition,
surface conformation, soils and capabilities, all form the subject of public inquiry.  It is officially known as the
Indian Country, and without civil organization.  It contains as area of 68,991 square miles, although the strict
statutory limitations exclude that portion of territory lying between 36o 39' and 37o north latitude, and 100o and 103o

of longitude west, embracing 10,800 square miles, which is usually included in the territory, and so assigned upon
the maps.  Texas also claims a section of the northwest portion of that territory, but the claim is not recognized by
the Government.  The San Bois, Washita and Poteau mountain ranges are in the south, and west of the Canadian
river, and extending towards the east, form a connecting link between the Ozark hills of Missouri and Arkansas, with
the Rocky Mountains, which geologists claim are all of a like formation, and thrown up by the energy of volcanic
action in the same period.  The northwestern portion of that country is treeless, and practically a barren waste.  Its
conformation is a gradual depression towards the southwest, and its lime-salt streams only flow through canyons.  In
the eastern portion of that territory, it is at once delightful and productive, although in sections rough and sterile. 
The soils generally are rich, and what is known as the “cross-tmbered lands,” are said to possess exceeding fertility. 
In many sections there is little or no timber, but the belt of oaks referred to, extend from the Arkansas to the Red
river, and forms a large portion of country that can be made to yield immense crops.
That country is healthful, but in its western portion there is little rainfall, and hardly any summer streams of water. 
The eastern portion is better watered and less droughty.  The climate is ware, and yet subject to the violent changes
produced by what is called the cold “northers,” sweeping down from the north, and often continuing for two or three
days.  Few minerals, with the exception of semi-bituminous coals, exist in that country, and thus far it has no
development.  The adaptability of the more fertile portion of the Indian country is for the production of the grasses,
the raising of live stock and the cereal crops.  The bison, deer, antelope, grizzly and black bears, turkeys and other
wild game are plentiful.

The whole Indian country, to which special reference is made, was included in the Louisiana purchase from
France, in 1803, with the possible exception of that portion claimed by the State of Texas.  By act of Congress it was
set apart for the perpetual home of the Indian races in 1834, although in 1832 it had been selected for that purpose,
and especially for the removal of the Indians then in the Southern States.  The present limits of the Indian country
were definitely determined by law in 1854, at the time when Kansas received its territorial organization.  No lands
are held in severalty, although the tribal races have assigned to them their portion of the territory to occupy.  What is
known as the “union Agency,” includes four semi-civilized tribes, and they jointly occupy a region of 28,000,000
acres of land, of which 150,000 acres are at present under cultivation.  A few schools and churches have been
established, and are under the charge of missionary organizations.     The present population of that country is
estimated to be about 72,000.  In 1872 the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway was completed across that country,
and extends within the territory a distance of 225 miles.  The Indians were opposed to all innovations of this
character, but quietly acquiesced after the Federal Government had authorized the construction of a railway through
their country.  The St. Louis & San Francisco Railway traverses thirty miles into the territory to the town of Vinita.

The chief town and capital of the Cherokee nation, or tribe, is Tahlequah, and in the southwest may be
found the military post of Fort Gibson, on the Arkansas river.  In the extreme southwest and upon the western
frontier of the territory, is the situation of Fort Sill.

This is the situation and present condition of the country occupied by the remnants of the Indian races, and
the wonderful fertility of which is absorbed in the imagination of those who are seeking its occupancy.  The
interesting history of these wandering tribes is only preserved in dim shadows of tradition.


